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REMARKS 


OF 


THE  HON.  GEORGE  McDUFFIE, 


Mr.  McDuFFiE  said,  in  opening  the  debate  on  this  great  question,  I  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had  perpetrated  an  act  of  usur- 
pation, under  circumstances  of  injustice  and  oppression  which  warranted  me  in 
saying  that  the  "  rights  of  widows  and  orphans  had  been  trampled  in  the  dust  by 
the  foot  of  a  tyrant."  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  who  sits  before  me, 
(Mr.  Polk,)  and  to  whose  honorable  bearing  (said  Mr.  McDuffie)  I  shall  always 
be  proud  to  bear  testimony,  in  the  reply  which  he  made  on  that  occasion,  was  pleased 
to  complain  that  I  had  miade  this  grave  charge  against  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and,  seeming  to  regard  it  as  self-evident,  had  not  condescended  to  offer  any 
argument  to  sustain  it.  Sir,  I  am  not  disi>osed  to  deny  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  very  sufficient  grounds  for  his  criticism,  though  I  confess  myself  utterly 
at  a  loss  to  perceive  anj^  just  grounds  for  his  complaint.  If  I  failed  to  establish 
the  charge  either  by  the  facts  or  by  the  argument,  that  failure  must  have  redounded 
to  the  advantage  of  the  distinguished  personage  against  whom  the  accusation  was 
made.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  now  propose  to  supply  this  desideratum  in  my  former 
remarks — first  asking  leave  of  the  House  to  make  a  few  words  in,  explanation  of 
the  course  I  then  deemed  it  my  duty  to  pursue. 

Before  I  left  home  in  the  autumn,  I  saw,  or  thought  I  ^aw,  decisive  indications  of 
a  design  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government  to  assume  a  posi- 
tion in  relation  to  the  source  and  extent  of  its  powers  utterly  subversive  of  all  the 
limitations  of  the  constitution,  and  absolutely  fatal  to  the  public  lij3erty.  And  it 
was  in  reference  to  this  apprehension,  and  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  or 
not  it  was  well  founded,  that  my  opening  remarks  were  designed  as  nothing  more, 
if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  than  a  skirmishing  attack  of  the  advanced 
guard  upon  the  outposts  of  the  adversary — having  it  in  view  to  compel  that  adver- 
sary to  come  out  from  his  entrenchments,  expose  his  position,  and  form  his  line  of 
battle  in  the  open  field.^  And  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that,  however  those  re- 
marks may  have  failed  in  their  other  purposes,  they  have  been  eminently  success- 
ful in  this,  their  principal  design. 

The  honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  whom,  I  must  be  excused  for  calling  the 
commander-m-chief  of  the  forces  of  the  administration  in  this  House,  did  come 
out,  and  boldly  and  manfully  assumed  his  position;  and  whatever  military  critics 
may  say  of  the  generalship  displayed  by  that  honorable  gentleman,  I,  sir,  lor  one, 
shall  always  be  ready  to  bear  testimony  that  the  position  which  he  assumed  was^the 
only  one  he  could  assume^  without  leaving  uncovered  the  very  point  which  it  was 
his  duty  to  defend.  But,  after  having  maintained  that  position  with  a  gallantry 
and  skill,  in  my  humble  opinion,  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  he  found  himself  driven 
back,  his  line  broken,  and  his  forces  disorganized.  Under  these  circumstances, 
prudently  availing  himself  of  a  signal  of  a  retreat  sounded  from  Pennsylvania,  he 
retired  very  quietly  behind  his  entrenchments,  under  cover  of  the  previous  qiceshon^ 
to  try,  do  doubt,  "what  reinforcement  could  be  gained  from  hope,  if  not,  what  re- 
solution from  despair.^' 

And  now,  sir,  having  rallied  and  reorganized  his  broken  forces,  repaired  his 
broken  armor,  and  obtained  such  additional  supplies  of  ammunition  and  of  arms 
as  could  be  procured  from  his  magazines  and  arsenals,  he  has  again  come  out  into 
the  open  field — but  not,  be  it  remarked,  to  resume  the  position  he  was  compelled  to 
abandon — but  to  form  an  entirely  new  line  of  battle  upon  totally  different  ground, 
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artfully  interposing  what  lie  no  doubt  deems  an  impassible  obstacle— the  Bank  c^f 
the  United  States  against  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  offended  ma- 
jesty of  the  constitution  and  the  laws. 

But  my  honorable  friend  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Wilde)  has  met  the  tactics  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  with  a  movement  of  corresponding  skill,  that 
•Will  compel  him  to  resume  his  original  position,  unless  he  should  again  deem  that 
"  discretion  is  the  better  part  of  vaior,'^  and  retire  behind  his  entrenchments  as  he 
did  before,  and  under  a  similar  protection.  But,  sir,  I  ask  pardon  for  using  this 
military  iigure  in  these  "piping  times  of  peace,"  and  especially  under  that  pacific 
star  which  now  rules  the  ascendant. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  execute  the  purpose  already  indicated,  by  attempting  to 
supply  the  deiiciency  in  my  former  remarks,  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Teanessee  was  so  kmd  as  to  point  out.     Sir,  I  have  read  history  with  some  atten- 
tion, and  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  my  mind  has  been  irresistibly  carried,  by 
the  downward  tendency  and  ominous  signs  of  the  times,  to  those  portions  of  the 
history  of  nations  which  trace  their  progress  in  the  rapid  descent  from  the  enjoy- 
ment of  free  institutions  to  the  enduiance  of  despotic  torms  ot"  government.      And 
after  surveying  the  whole  field  vvhich  history  presents,  covered  with  monumental 
beacons,  inscribed  with  lessons  of  wisdom — it  nations  would  even  learn  v/isdom 
fro ill  expsdence,  I  venture  to  make  the  assertion  that  there  is  no  instance  in  the 
history  of  any  civilized  government  of  modern  times  in  which  the  progress  of 
usurpation  has  been  more  rapid,  bold,  ingenious  and  successful,  than  it  lias  been  in 
these  United  States  for  the  last  fifteen  months.    Sir,  the  last  of  the  Tarquins  was 
hurled  from  the  throne  of  his  ancestors;  the  first  of  the  Caesars  was  slain  in  the 
Roman  Senate;  Charles   the  first  of  England,  and  Louis  the  sixteenth  of  France, 
were  severally  condemned  and  executed;  all  under  the  charge,  with  different  spe- 
cifications, of  having  subverted  the  fundamental  laws,  and  conspired  to  usurp  the 
supreme  power  of  the  State.      And  although  the  sentence  by  which  these  enemies 
of  human  liberty  were  doomed  to  expiate  their  delinquences — some  of  them  in  their 
own  blood' — has  been  solemnly  ratified  by  the  impartial  judgment  of  posterity,  yet, 
sir,  strange  as  it  may  sound  to  loyal  ears,  it  is  my  deliberate  conviction  that  the 
proofs  by  which  the  charge  of  usurpation  was  established  in  these  memorable  in- 
stances were  not  more  i'liil  ant!  conclusive  than  the  proofs  which  can  be  now  pro- 
duced to  establish  the  same  charge  against  a  republican  President,  who  came  into 
power  under  the  most  solemn  pledges  to  restrain  the  usurping  tendencies  of  this 
Government,  to  reclaim  the  lost  rights  of  the  sovereign  States  of  this  Union,  and 
to  bring  back  iho.  institutions  of  his  country  to  the  primitive  standard  of  republican 
economy,  simplicity,  and  purity.   God  forbid,  sir,  that  I  should  insinuate,  or  be  the 
means  of  inducing  any  one  to  suppose,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
should  encounter  the  fate  of  those  whose  pernicious  example  he  has  but  too  closely 
followed !  On  the  contrary,  I  feel  most  profoundly  grateful  to  Providence  for  having 
cast  my  humble  destiny  under  a  milder  and  more  auspicious  dispensation,  where 
even  the  awful  judgment  of  the  people,  pronounced  in  the  last  resort  against  usur- 
pation and  tyranny,  is  neither  conceived  in  vengeance,  nor  recorded  in  the  bloovl  of 
the  usurper  and  the  tyrant-   No,  sir,  no,  Mr.  Speaker!  whatever  the  President  may 
have  done— and  God  knows  no  man  living  has  done  more  to  impair  the  sacred  guar- 
antees provided  by  the  constitution  and  the  laws  for  the  security  of  the  life,  liberty, 
character  and  property,  of  every  citizen  of  this  great  republic — from  the  highest 
functionary  who  wears  the  honors  to  the  humblest  individual  who  breathes  the  air 
of  his  country  5  however,  in  the  administration  of  his  summary  and  vindictive  justice 
to  others,  he  may  have  trampled  on  the  consecraied  forms  ot  judicial  proceeding, 
and  particularly  that  most  consecrated  of  them  all,  the  trial  by  jury;  I  trust  that 
neither  the  people  of  the  United  States  nor  their  representatives,  will  for  a  moment 
indulge  the  idea  of  giving  countenance  to  his  violence  and  outrage  by  following  his 
example. 

I  must  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words  on  a  subject  which 
has  given  me  unaffected  pain.  I  allude,  sir,  to  the  publication  in  the  official  jour- 
nal, and  evidently  by  the  authority  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  of  certain  anonymous 
letters,  purportirig  to  convey  to  that  distinguished  officer  threats  of  assassination. 
Mr.  Spe:.ker,  you  are  aware  of  the  contrivance  by  which  the  first  tyrant  of  Athens 
subverted  the  institutions  of  her  greatest  lawgiver.  He  inflicted  a  wound  upon  his 
own  body,  rushed  into  the  market  place  covered  with  blood,  exclaiming  to  the  po- 
pulace, whom  he  sedulously  courted,  "Behold  the  wounds  I  have  received  in  the 
cause  of  the  people  by  the  hands  of  assassins  urged  on  by  the  aristocracy  !  "    Upon 
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this  he  solicited  and  obtained  a  body  guard,  and  from  that  day  the  throne  of  Pisis- 
tratus  was  erected  upon  the  ruins  of  the  republic  of  Solon. 

But,  sir,  if  there  is  one  man  living  more  incapable  than  any  other  of  suspecting 
the  President  of  having  any  participation  in  any  such  a  nefarious  design,  1  am  that 
man.  But  I  feel  bound  to  say,  with  equal  distinctness,  that  I  believe  there  are 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  heartless  and  mercenary  wretches,  who  feel  that  they 
can  bask  only  in  the  sunshine  of  executive  flivor,  and  fatten  on  the  spoils  of  the 
people,  who  are  capable  not  only  of  this  contrivance,  but  of  any  other  they  may 
deem  necessary  to  perpetuate  that  political  dynasty  in  which  all  their  hopes  are 
centered,  and  lor  the  perpetuation  ot  which,  we  have  the  most  visible  and  porten- 
tous signs,  that  a  desperate  struggle  will  be  made,  in  which  no  means  will  be  re- 
garded as  unlawful.  There  is  another  interpretation  of  which  these  letters  are 
susceptible,  and  upon  this  I  feel  it  to  be^my  duty  to  express  an  opinion  equally  as 
decided,  as  that  already  expressed.  No  man  supposes  that  either  of  these  letters 
indicate  a  design  on  the  part  of  the  writer  to  carry  the  threat  it  contains  into  exe- 
cution. But  it  is  possible,  and  barely  possible,  that  some  misguided  man,  under 
the  influence  of  those  passions  which  have  been  excited  bv  public  sutfering  and 
distress,  may  have  supposed  that,  by  writing  such  a  letter,  the  President  mignt  be 
alarmed  for  his  personal  safety,  and  induced,  under  the  infiuence  of  that  alasm,  to 
change  his  political  course.  _  If  they  were  written  even  with  such  a  design  as  this, 
they  deserve  a  reprobation  interior  only  to  that  which  they  should  receive  suppos- 
ing them  to  be  written  with  the  design  1  have  before  suggested. _  The  idea  of  assas- 
sination is  so  absolutely  abhorrent  to  all  the  feelings,  the  Christian  feelings  of  mod- 
ern times,  and  of  such  pernicious  tendency,  that  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  thus  une- 
quivocally to  express  my  utter  abhorrence  to  every  proceeding  that  may  have  the 
remotest  tendency  to  suggest  the  idea  of  assassinating  the  Chief  Magistrate.  Such 
a  course  is  not  only  obnoxious  tothe  abhorrence  of  every  honorable  man,  from  its 
moral  atrocity,  but  from  its  political  tendency.  Every  man  who  will  attentively 
read  the  history  of  Revolutionary  France  will  be  satisfied  that  the  projectors  of  the 
infernal  machine,  more  than  all  his  own  partisans,  civil  and  military,  contributed 
to  elevate  Napoleon  Bonaparte  from  the  chair  of  the  consulate  to  the  throne  of  the 
empire.  I  will  make  one  concluding  remark  on  the  subject:  God  forbid  that  it 
should  be  prophetic;  and  it  is,  that  if,  in  the  midst  of  a  violent  political  excitement, 
it  ever  should  occur  that  a  President  of  the  United  States  should  be  assassinated, 
he  will  be  the  last  constitutional  President,  and  his  blood  will  cement  the  despotic 
throne  of  his  successor.  Then,  sir,  let  the  President  have  a  fair,  and,  if  possible,  a 
dispassionate  and  impartial  trial.  He  stands  arraigned  before  the  great  tribunal  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  are  nov/  sitting  in  judgment  upon  his  ofiicial 
conduct^ — ^a  tribunal  from  which,  I  am  sure,  he  will  not  appeal,  as  he  has  always 
been  prompt  to  appeal  from  every  other  tribunal  to  that  of  the  people.  Before  that 
tribunal  he  stands  charged,  that  moved  and  seduced  by  wicked,  corrupt,  and  mer- 
cenary counsellors,  without  having  a  proper  regard  to  the  constitution  and- the  laws 
before  his  eyes,  he  has  unconstitutionally  Ptssumed  powers  wiiich  belong  to  the  other 
Departments  of  the  Government;  that  he  has  openly  contemned  the  authority  of 
the  Legislature,  thrust  aside  the  judiciary  pov/er,  a.nd  usurped  the  seat  of  judgment, 
and  pursued  a  reckless  course  of  usurpation,  whatever  be  its  design,  having  a  fatal 
and  certain  tendency  to  subvert  this  great  fabric  of  constitutional  liberty,  and  to 
establish  on  its  broken  fragments  that  great  political  paradox,  now  for  the  first  time 
exhibited  to  the  world,  a  constitutional  despotism. 

I  shall  proceed,  in  due  form,  to  adduce  the  evidence  by  which  I  think  the  charge 
will  be  fully  sustained;  but  as  I  came  to  the  House  without  any  expectation  of 
speaking  to-day,  the  House  must  excuse  the  delay  which  may  occur  in  selecting 
from  an  undigested  mass  the  extracts  v/hich  I  shall  have  occasion  to  present. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  said  that  I  sav/  indica.tiqns  of  a  design  on  the  part  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Department,  to  assume  an  alarming  position  in  relation  to  the  source  and  the 
extent  of  its  powers.  But  before  I  produce  the  evidence  by  which  I  shall  attempt 
to  establish  the  existence  of  this  design,  I  desire  to  make  one  or  two  general  remarks 
relative  to  the  history  and  theory  of  the  Executive  branch  of  this  Government. 

It  is  an  extraordinary  and  singular  fact,  that  although  we  have  investigated  and 
analyzed  with  the  utmost  care,  and  fixed  with  the  greatest  precision.,  the  extent  and 
boundaries  ot  the  Legislative  branch  of  the  Government,  an  occasion  has  never  oc- 
curred since  the  first  organization  of  the  federal  system  in  which  the  pietensions 
of  the  Executive  have  been  of  such  a  character  as  to  render  it  important  to  explore 
the  sdui^cfes  and  fix  thejimitation  of  th's  pWer  of  the  Cluef  Es^ebutive  Magistrate 
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I  believe  it  is  in  the  order  of  Providence,  that  nations  should  be,  in  some  degree,  in- 
demnified  for  the  evils  of  mis-government,  by  the  establishment  of  good  precedents; 
as  on  the  other  hand,  virtuous  and  unpretending  rules,  often  give  rise  to  dangerous 
precedents. 

It  was  in  the  reign  of  the  basest  of  the  English  monarchs,  that  ma^na  charta^  the 
great  palladium  of  English  liberty,  was  established.  It  was  in  the  reign  of  the  most 
profligate  and  tyrannical  of  the  Stuarts  that  the  great  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpiis  was  established;  and  I  hope  I  may  say,  in  the  spirit  of  prophesy,  that  it  will 
be  in  the  administration  of  one  of  the  most  self-willed  and  dictatorial  Presidents 
this  country  has  ever  had,  that  the  foundation  of  the  Executive  power  will  be,  for 
the  first  time,  thoroughly  investigated,  and  its  limitations  distinctly  marked  out. 

It  is  worthy  of  particular  notice,  as  a  matter  of  curious  speculation,  and  t  do  not 
mention  it  with  any  purpose  of  disparagement,  that  so  little  have  we  been  accustom- 
ed to  analyze  the  theory  of  the  Executive  power,  that  the  present  discussion  has  ex- 
hibited, in  some  instances,  as  much  undigested  crudity  of  conception  on  this  sub- 
ject, as  we  might  expect  to  witness  in  a  society  of  schoolboys,  in  their  Sophomore 
year,  in  any  of  our  respectable  colleges. 

The  very  first  step  in  the  argument  of  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  is  a  proposition  so 
monstrous  and  extravagant,  that,  if  it  were  not  for  the  respect  I  feel  for  the  source  of 
it,  I  should  pronounce  it  to  be  out  of  the  pale  of  reason,  and  unfit  to  be  gravely  met 
and  refuted  by  argument. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show  what  that  dangerous  position  is,  which  is  now,  for  the 
first  time,  assumed  by  the  Executive  as  to  the  source  and  extent  of  its  power.  In 
the  official  journal,  published  a  short  time  after  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  we 
have  the  following  exposition  on  the  subject,  promulgated  by  authority  and  excathe- 
dra^  as  the  doctrine  of  this  administration.  After  reterring  to  the  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution which  declares  that  '^the  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  president," 
and  the  clause  of  the  bank  charter  which  provides  for  depositing  the  public  treasure 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United.  States,  the  editor  proceeds:  "Is  the  power  to  remove 
the  deposites  here  spoken  of,  a  legislative  power?  Certainly  not.  If  it  were  it 
would  be  unconstitutional  for  Congress  to  vest  it  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Is  it  judicial  ?  Not  at  all.  Is  it  an  executive  power  ?  Most  palpably  it  is.  Well , 
all  the  executive  power  is,  by  the  constitution,  vested  in  the  President.  If  this  pro- 
vision of  the  bank  charter  vests  it  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  otherwise  than 
that  agent  of  the  Executive^  it  is  clearly  unconstitutional.  Congress  cannot  vest 
executive  power  in  any  other  depository  than  "  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
AmericalP^ 

Now,  sir,  to  show  that  this  was  not  a  mere  occasional  opinion,  but  one  which  has 
been  deliberately  adopted  as  the  true  catholic  exposition  of  executive  power,  by  the 
present  administration,  throughout  all  its  branches  and  organs,  I  beg  leave  to  pursue 
the  train  of  evidence  a  little  further.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  asserts  the 
same  doctrine  in  the  following  words:  "For,"  says  the  constitution,  "the  execu- 
tive power  shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States  of  America!"  The 
whole  executive  power  is  here  vested  in  the  President;  and  by  another  clause  of  the 
constitution,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  President  to  "see  that  the  laws  are  faithful- 
ly executed."  And  the  gentleman  says  in  another  place:  "but  the  President,  I 
affirm,  is  bound  to  see  that  all  the  laws  are  executed,  and  he  cannot  execute  them  but 
asAe  understands  them."  The  gentleman  finally  adds,  "Congress,  it  will  not.be 
pretended,  has  any  power  to  appoint  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  nor  iLuy  power 
to  remove  him  from  office,  if  his  conduct  shall  not  please  them;  7ior  would  they  pos- 
sess any  such  power  even  if  they  had  passed  a  law  conferring  it  on  themselves  J^^ 

Now,  sir,  that  there  may  be  no  doubt  that  this  is  the  doctrine  of  t\xe  administra- 
tion, I  will  produce  another  link  in  the  chain  of  testimony,  which  carries  it  one  leap 
further  than  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ventured  to  take,  and  furnishes  us  with 
the  canon  interpretation  by  which  this  extraordinary  doctrine  is  to  be  applied  to  in 
all  emergencies.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Beardsley^) 
who  occupies  the  same  intimate  relation,  personal  and  political,  to  the  second  ofii- 
cer  of  the  Government,  which  the  gentleman  froni  Tennessee  does  to  the  second, 
made  use  of  the  following  words  to  convey  his  notion  of  the  same  doctrine  of  Ex- 
ecutive .power:  "  Three  departments  of  Government,  and  no  more,  are  contempla- 
ted by  the  Constitution — legislative,  executive,  judicial.  In  these,  collectively, 
all  the  constitutional  powers  of  this  Government  are  deposited.'^  We  have  seen 
that  the  power  in  question  can  be  neither  legislative  nor  judicial;  it  must,  therefore, 
be  executive  in  its  character,  and  devolve  on  that  department  for  its  execution. 
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.     •     n  iWrc  T.nwpr  lodeed?    The  Constitution  gives  a  ready 

cal,  Uvo  propos  tions,  f^  dlfff^"t/'XXregar<l  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
following  are  his  words:     ^  <:;'"?f ',J"^„  ^^^^^^  Con- 

gury  as  the  agent  of  Congress,  ^^'^^.^  "If "  ^ftf^^^^^^^^^  agency  for  any  such  purpose." 
gress  cannot  delegate  its  P«w^jTf/™°*  ?°"Xn  the  fi^^  branch  of  this  latter  sen- 
%here  cannot  be  a  '"O' ^«„«  ^tn  ftfcal  sSsmlhan  the  second;  and  yet  the  gentle- 
tence  nor  a  more  ridiculous  political  soiccisiu  ji  a  hereafter. 

Evidently  regards  thenra^synon^^^^^^^^ 

In  the  other  branch  oi  the  Vtf'l'r^hp  same  doctrine  was  promulgated,  and  sub- 

SSon  with  relard  to /he  extent  of  J^ts  pow«^^ 

Such  are  the  proofs  I  adduce  jf J^HSe  v  and  advisedly  defended  the  act  of 
tive  branch  of  tfie  G";^^™'",^"*  ^'''i 'i;^^^^^^^     my  opinion,  (nfinitely  more  perm- 

a  President  of  the  United  States  "f^Tsed^'perhaps,  when  I  inform  you  that  this 
Now,  sir,  you  will  be  a  little  su>pn?ed,  peinaps,  ^^^.^^  Magistrate,  does 

clause,  so  far  frorn  Mnf^emnS  aU  f xecu^ive  p^^^^   up  ;    j^^^  whatever. 

not  confer  upon  him  a  ^'nff  Pj^^,^;^'^  ^'er'e  J  advanced  by  any  political 

A  more  monstrous  and  'eyo'ting  t^^resy  neve.  purpose  than  to  desig- 

party,  than  that  this  clause,  which  ^as  designed  lor  no  o;;>^,/be  construed  into  an 

Sate^^he  title  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  "f  he  repubhc  sho^  ^^    .^  .^  ^  ^.^^^^^ 

unlimited  grant  of  executive  power,  tor,  ii  u  oi-  a  » 

limitation.         .  i,  n  K„„«cf«l  in  a  President!"     Wia*  executive  power, 

"  The  executive  power  shall  '''^^^l  'IVra 'ce  or  of  England,  of  Russia  or  of 

?rS'w1y,T^r:tre1^ayaX^^^^^^ 

tent— no  more.      ,    .  ,     ^,  .  „+  .^ocrir  of  this  new  doctrine  of  consiruction, 

And  it  is  thus,  that  by  ^he jotent^  X&ade,  a  clause  of  the  Con- 

throwing  the  "general  welfare  .doc mne  ^"^^^^^^    ^^j        supposed  to  be  nothing 

stitution,  which  the  veneraWe  simph^^^^^^^  ^^  kecutive  power  un- 

more  than  a  mere  title  ot  ^ffi^^V-^oJ^^^^^^^^^  Potentate  in  the  woHd,  of  whom 

known  to  any  monarchy  on  ^^rth;  tor  tjiere  is  ^lo  p  ggess.    The  disciples 

we  may  not  say  there  is  some  ^J^'^f'J^^^^^^^^^  satisfied  that  the  Presi- 

of  this  new  school  of  constructive  execu^^^^^^  ^^^  contained  m    the 

dent  should  be  i^v^^^ted  wi  h  su^^^^  ofas  may  be  the  necessary  means  of  executing 
express  grants  of  the  po^stitution,  or  as  may  oe  executive  power  shall  be 

the  powers  thus  granted;  they  will  no^^  concurred  in  applying  to 

limited  down  by  the  salutary  ru  e  '^}^''^^^^^^^  to  say  to  that  august  fun c- 

the  legislative  power.    Oh  no,  sir,  we  may  not  presu  j  ^^        ,,  ^^ 

tionary,  who^  in  the  capricioususe  of  the  veto  pow^^  ^^^^^^  to  the 

us  yo/r  specific  grant  for  the  fwerm  quest  on?      ^^^P^^^^^^^^,^  but  that  which 
utmost  verge  of  the  horizon  of  executive  PO^^^^j^^^'  .^^r.     Are  not  the.gentlemen 
results  from  the  nature  and  ^haractei  ot  execum  e  p         ^^     executive  in  its  char- 
aware  that  all  political  power  when^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^  subverted  by.  any 
acter?"    Do  they. not  know  that  free  ^^\itu^^^^^^^  na           p^^ii.^ent  or  by  a  single 
other  than  executive  power,  ^^>ether  w  eldeci  oy  ^^^^^  P      Napoleon  the  Chamber 
usurper?    When  Cromwell  dispersed  that  i^aUiameni,  'Ji^^       t^^-      •    ||,e  r  charac- 
ofXuties,  did  they,  "ot  exercise  powers  whi^^^^  extraordinary 
ter?"    Where,  then,. IS  the  limit  ot  the  executive  p^       consolidate  the  sovereign 
theory?    As  well  might  Congress  claim  the  powei  to  conso  ^    .  ^    •       because 
States  of  this  confederacy  into  one  vast  empire,  by  an  act  oi  leg 
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*•'  the  legislative  power"  is  vested  in  Congress,  as  to  contend  for  this  unlimited  ex- 
tent  of  executive  power  upon  similar  grounds. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Beardsley,)  affords  us  the  consolation 
of  believing  that  if  we  are  to  be  thus  juggled  out  of  our  liberties,  it  will  be  done 
according  to  the  most  approved  rules  ot  the  art  of  usurpation,  and  with  all  the 
forms  and  solemnities  ot  executive  logic. 

That  gentleman  has  favored  us  with  a  syllogism  which,  in  the  hands  of  that  great 
expounder  of  constitutional  characters,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  will 
always  enable  him  to  come  to  just  such  conclusions  in  regard  to  any  disputed  power 
he  may  desire  to  exercise  as  shall  suit  his  own  purposes,  or  as  Cromwell  used  to 
express  it,  as  he  shall  "  deem  to  be  for  the  interest  of  the  people."  It  is  true,  sir, 
that  this  potent  syllogism  of  executive  assumption  is  not  original  with  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York.  I  saw  it  in  a  well-written  essay  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer, 
evidently  fram  the  pen  of  no  ordinary  man,  and  showing,  by  a  chain  of  coinciden- 
ces, a  general  concert  on  the  part  or  the  "  republican  party,"  to  raise  the  Chief 
Magistrate  above  all  constitutional  restrictions.  But  to  the  syllogism.  The  gen- 
tleman says  that  we  must  first  inquire  whether  or  no  a  contested  power  is  legisla- 
tive? If  it  be  not,  then  whether  it  is  judicial?  If  the  answer  be  still  in  the  nega- 
tive, then  it  follows,  as  a  necessary  consequencCj  that  the  power  is  "  executive  in 
its  character,"  and  of  course  belongs  to  the  President.  And  thus  the  President  of 
the  United  States  claims  power  under  the  constitution,  as  if  it  were  the  will  of  a 
dead  man  and  himself  the  heir  at  law.  The  other  departments  are  mere  specific 
legatees  and  devisees,  and  after  I  hey  \ave  been  paid  on',  the  whole  residuary  mass 
of  the  estate  goes  to  the  President,  either  as  residuary  legatee  or  heir  at  law!  But, 
sir,  there  is  a  grave  preliminary  question  to  be  settled  before  the  estate  can  be  dis- 
tributed. Did  it  occur  to  the  honorable  member  to  inquire  what  judge  was  to  de- 
cide any  contest  which  might  arise  among  the  parties  to  this  singular  distribution? 
Has  he  forgotten  that,  by  claiming  for  the  President  the  right  of  substituting  his 
judgment  for  that  of  all  the  executive  officers,  and  of  "  executing  the  laws  as  he 
understands  them,"  he  had  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  heir  at  law  to  claim  the 
whole  estate,  and  then  very  impa-rtially  pronounce  judgment  upon  his  own  preten- 
sions? 

Sir,  if  these  are  the  functions  of  the  Executive  Magistrate,  well  may  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  inform  us  that  they  require  "  deep  renection  and  profound 
judgment."  Placed  in  the  judgment  seat,  the  final  arbiter  on  all  conflicts  for  pow- 
er with  the  other  departments, lie  assigns  to  the  legislative  department  its  appro- 
priate limits,  and  makes  his  own  sovereign  v^^ill  the  measure  and  the  liniit  of  his 
own  power.  I  will  not  permit  this  monstrous  pretension  to  pass  from  me  till  I  have 
given  it  a  thorough  investigation,  and  fully  exposed  its  enormity.  It  is  a  curious 
fact  in  our  political  history,  that  a  party  shoulcl  have  risen  up  pretending  to  exclu- 
sive republicanism,  and  at  the  same  time  claiming  for  their  Chief  Magistrate  an  il- 
limitable extent  of  power,  froin  a  clause  in  the  constitution  which  obviously  con- 
veys no  power  at  all!  What,  sir.  are  we  blind?  Are  we  so  dazzled  by  the  glare 
which  surrounds  the  pageant  we  nave  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  as  to 
be  absolutely  deprived  of  intellectual  vision? 

If  gentlemen  will  but  step  out  of  the  magic  circle  of  this  federal  executive  and 
look  into  the  constitutions  of  the  States,  they  will  perceive  that  these  cabalistic 
words,  "  the  executive  i>ower  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor,"  are  to  be  found  in 
almost  every  State  constitution,  though  no  one  ever  dreamed  that  they  conveyed 
any  power.  These  words  are  in  the  constitution  of  Virginia,  where  the  Governor 
makes  very  few  appointments;  and  in  that  of  South  Carolina,  where  the  Governor 
has  no  power  either  to  make  any  appointment  or  dismiss  a  single  incumbent  from 
olfice.  The  constitution  of  the  State  also  contains  these  other  talismanic  words, 
which  are  held  to  dissolve  all  the  barriers  of  executive  power.  **'  he  shall  see  that 
the  laws  are  faithfully  executed,  in  mercy:"  yes,  sir,  mercy ^  tne  glorious  preroga- 
tive ot  a  constitutional  Chief  Magistrate,  not  vengeance,  the  odious  attribute  of  an 
unconstitutional  usurper.  But  to  return  to  another  of  tne  propositions  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York:  "  We  have  seen,"  says  he,  "  that  the  legislative  and  ju- 
dicial powers  are  alike  incapable  of  alienation,  and  of  heiyig  exerted  through  inter- 
vention of  agents.  Not  so  with  the  executive  power  vested  and  remaining  in  a  sin 
gvB  magistrate!  It  may,  nevertheless,  be  called  into  action  by  the  agency  of  sub- 
ordinate individuals."  Sir,  there  is  no  political  proposition  more  self-eviaent  than 
that  Congress  cannot  delegate  its  powers;  that  is,  it  cannot  authorize  any  other  set 
of  functionaries  to  make  laws.    But  v/here,  I  pray,  in  v/hat  political  schofol  did  the 


RELATIVE  TO  THE  PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

stitution  has  authorized 'it  to  enact?  wimt  sir'  ar^w.  ?!''  *  'l'''""^  '^'i'<^li  Ihe  con- 
to  stand  here  and  gravely  argue  such  a  nue'st  on  nt  Tw  |'='i?»'-b;'ys  m  the  first  form, 
proonate  and  excltsive  LuFty  of  tL  legislICe  n,  we^  t*  ''  *'^5  '''^  *^"^''  the  ap! 
ecutmg  Its  wdl.    What  is  the  whole  o/that  ILf  X„  '  I"  '"''^''*''  .agencies  for  ex- 
the  operations  of  this  Government  are  ra^.;o,i      *  executive  machinery  by  which 
•      we  are  told  that  Congress  cannot  rrent»T      ""'  "^"t  such  an  agency?    And  vet 
as  the  platform,  on  w1i?ch  is  to  be  e  ec  :d  th^^o'ver'^L'dn  '^^  ''r*"^  "^  '"«  doln 
lute  power  in  the  Chief  Magistrate    Tp+ ,,l«       ^.l°^^'"§  structure  of  an  abso- 
ed  mthis  extraordinary  doctrine.    Where  did  ff"n'-'*^  Principle  which  is  "nvolv: 
does  It  tend?    The  great  princip  e  which  ifes  It  thf '&  '"l-t'S  -'H*  catastrophe 
ther  more  nor  less  than  that  principle  of  fenH»l  J.      .^o""  "^  *'"s  theory,  is  nei- 
Lord  Paramount,  as  his  propeVtv  not  onlv«nrtL1^'Pf*'l'"'  '^'^'^^h  ascribed  to  the 
ficers,  and  honors  of  the^iS"  to  be  gran^^^^^^^  and  of! 

reign  will  and  pleasure.  Alfthe  executifo  nowl  "  ^ i^f '^  charters,  at  !^is  sove- 
gle  magistrate,  but  may  be  called  intoSonT  he  a4ncv  TITT'Y'-'^  ^^^ 
uals.      I  beseech  you,  sir,  to  consider  the  conLqtnfes  of  ^hifdttrire'f/Sed 

Je^&L°'ctFS!?el^^^^^^  with  his  own  appropriate 

thonty,  and  waving  his  own  sceptrlZf he  clali^f  Al.i"-  *^  '^'^'l'^^*  «eat  of  au^ 
exercised  by  all  the  other  executive  officers  of  th?«  t  PIT"'*"''^  "S^^'  *«  the  powers 
to  the  lowest,  in  all  its  ramiticafens  and  denete^'i^T*"'"'  f™""  the  highest 
sand  agents  who  constitute  this  system  do  not  Ivi'-.u^-''^'  s"''  the  forty  aou- 
dience  to  the^  will  of  the  law-mSng  power  and  in  TnfJ'i?"" r"  P««ers,  In  obe- 
exercise  the  powers  of  the  President,  in  W,  for +h»  J  f  ^""^  P-*"  P'^op'e,  but  they 
will  of  their  sovereign  lord  and  master !    Is  H  not  so  '^Ir^  Wn  '?  ''^'^^'^''^  *«  *« 
in  him  atel?  comeliness,  do  you  thus  make  of  the  PresidSit^*  T""'^*^''  "^^^ti" 
3Pu^ft    f,    *  '^  odipus  in  history  and  monstrousi  in  fai^i      x?         X""^  concentrate 
with  fifty  thousand  heads,  and  a  Briareus  wi  h  a  hln  ^^i,^""  "".^ke  him  a  hydra 
invite  the  attention  of  the  House,  particulaTv  to  Z  •  J"}  *«"sand  hands.    I  must 
gentleman  from  New  York  spe^Xs^of  the  S'rihvil  o''"'?*''?""  '^''^'n  i"  whicUhe 
while  headm  ts,  in  a  tone  of  lamVntn+jL        "???"'  """""Potenceof  the  PresidVnf 
Prov  dence,  that  the  physica  fa~ef of  2' ?L'A ■ 'i  '?S'"'^-^'=^  *«  dispensaton  o? 
ture  limited.  Upon  the  Aesfdent  devoles  th^hid^^dnt?'?"""^''^"/'-^  '»  thdr  iia- 
of  every  descnption,  and  in  everv  nart  of  ?),.^i     *^  of  seeing  that  all  the  laws 
Such  IS  the  nature  o^the  Executive  t?n2  f„  ij +i,''*'","^''J''  '''"«  faithfully  execSl' 
Were  the  human  faculties  equS  the  task  ^heth'^ot/i"'"  ^'^^  »f  ««  cLstSn' 
ecuted  by  one  ilian.    But  this  is  imVossible     No     E«.t^"t've  power  might  be  ex- 
oi  these  things     What  a  melanclXreflectio?  tS^tr^'^  ^'^''  ^^""'^  '^  capable 
States,  who  is  thus  shown  to  be  rnnstif,T«o^oiT"  **^  *•=  President  of  the  UmtoH 
endowed  with  the  attribute  of  ubiquiyn^'Tfcn'P"^^^^^^    i*-","''*  »ot   ave  beel 
supply  this  desideratum  in  the  disnensTtion  of  P-?"      *^""''  idolater"  who  vvill 
tion  of  machineiy  and  steam,  comElh^^^^  '■'5d  by  some  combina 

sident  by  adding  the  faculty' of  oninipotence?   ^  apotheosis  of  an  omnipotent  Pre- 

poliA^fc^r^at^lK^^^^^^  -disguised  idolatry  of  the. 

are  promulgated.  I  have  said  that  the  nowp/.r-  ^W  "^  *«  times  in  wfiich  tW 
gistrate  transcended  the  power  of  anv  mlL  olf' '"  oi^"?  f"""  .'"epublican  Chief  m/ 
unconstitutional.  I  now  io  fSther?a^n™asserUh"t?+''"'*'"*^°'"'  <=onstituti„,  al  w 
tributes,  unknown  even  to  the  mytlioWof  SoT^      i'''*  ^  P?^^''' '"  some  of  its  at 

of  humafaff?'  '^'  ^'«''''-^"-*  P»rtion^o^fhe Vnite^s'lnd'^t'^""-'-'"^-.  Ac'»'^i4 
ate  sDher'   fn  ll'  '"'"l.assigned  to  different  dSi^'settT"'"""  .^epartmentf 

ste'et'nd?i;;^n^ffro7*§,-p-^^^^ 

piter  of  this  new  system  of  po!  ticaUdo  atrv  '  ^'' r"i  '?"""'•  ^ut,  sir  the  Ji' 
sive  dom  n  on  of  Olvmnno    .u.t   c   moiatry,  not  satisfied  with  holrlvV  ii,„       i 

dashing  wildfylroiSSThl'htii  ^fp,  '^^^^  height,"  'i'el'b^ait  ^c^^t 

consuming  fires,  fr^  the  pJries  &^,  "l^Sl^t&feiS 
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and  thus  holding  in  his  hands  the  issue  of  life  and  death,  and,  brandishing  the  ar- 
mor of  the  whole  pantheon,  he  proudly  challenges  what  none  dare  refuse,  the  pas- 
sive obedience  and  trembling  homage  of  all  the  minor  divinities: 

"  Shakes  his  ambrosial  curls  and  gives  the  nod. 
The  stamp  of  fate,  the  sanction  of  a  God." 

But,  sir,  to  come  down  to  a  more  practical  view  of  this  subject,  I  propose  to  pur- 
sue, a  litle  more  minutely,  the  train  of  argument  into  which  I  have  been  drawn  by 
the  extraordinary  theory  of  executive  power,  now  for  the  first  time  promulgated  in 
tliese  United  States. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  by  his  executive  syllogism,  has  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Presiderit  of  the  United  States  a  political  lever  more  powerful 
than  that  of  Archimedes.  Sir,  that  great  mechanician,  exulting  in  the  discovery  of 
a  new  principle  in  mechanics,  is  said  to  have  exclaimed,  "  give  me  a  place  to  stand 
upon,  and  I  will  move  the  world."  So  may  the  President  exclaim  with  this  potent 
syllogism  in  his  hand,  and  his  friend  from  Tennessee  very  opportunely  steps  in  and 
supplies  the  desideratum  which  Archimedes  never  discovered.  Yes,  sir,  in  an  in- 
significant clause  of  the  constitution,  the  mere  title  page  of  the  Executive  power; 
a  spot  on  the  disk:  he  has  found  the  place  upon  which  the  fulcrum  of  this  mighty 
lever  is  to  be  placed;  and,  at  a  single  sweep  of  the  beam,  the  whole  constitutional 
fabric  of  this  Government  may  be  toppled  mto  ruins. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  who  has  favored  us  with  so  many  new  views  of 
the  theory  of  goveriunent,  seems  to  have  been  laboring  under  some  extraordinary  in- 
fluence which  has  thrown  into  all  his  leading  propositions  an  ambitious  spirit  of  pa- 
radox. 

After  asserting  that  the  legislative  power  was  in  its  nature  unalienable,  he  goes 
on  to  remark  that  it  is  not  so  with  the  executive  power.  That  the  legislative  power 
cannot  create  an  agency  to  carry  its  will  into  eftect,  but  that  the  executive  power 
is  subject  to  no  such  limitation.  Sir,  if  he  had  taxed  his  ingenuity  to  the  utmost, 
he  could  not  have  formed  a  proposition  in  more  direct  contradiction  to  the  truth  of 
the  case.  From  what  book  did  the  gentleman  from  New  York  learn  that  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  his  constitutional  power,  has  a  right 
to  create  an  agent  to  execute  his  will,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  except  where  he  is 
especially  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  legislative  power.^  Who  ever  before  heard  of 
an  executive  agent,  meaning  by  that  an  agent  created  by  the  President  to  execute 
his_  will,  instead  of  being  created  by  the  legislative  power  to  execute  its  will ^ 
or  in  other  words  to  execute  the  law.^  If  the  President  possesses  this  inherent  right, 
we  should  speak  of  him  as  our  'dread  sovereign!"  But  it  is  not  only  untrue  in 
point  of  theory,  that  the  executive  officers  of  this  Government  were,  as  they  have 
been  represented,  the  arms^  and  the  eyes,  and  the  instruments  of  the  President; 
but  it  is  true  that  the  President  himself,  and  all  the  executive  officers  who  are  as- 
sociated with  him  in  administering  the  Government,  are  nothing  but  the  instru- 
ments of  the  law-making  power  in  executing  the  will  of  that  power.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  it  is  true,  is  clothed  with  two  different  classes  of  power, 
clearly  discriminated  from  each  other.  With  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate,  he  exercises  one  branch  of  the  law-making  power,  the  power  of  making 
treaties;  and,  as  to  that,  he  stands  in  the  same  relation  to  the  diplomatic  officers 
that  Congress  does  to  all  the  rest,  except  that  he  cannot  pay  them  without  a  law 
fixing  their  salaries,  and  making  an  appropriation  for  it. 

The  treaty -making  power  is,  m  a  certain  sense,  a  law-making  power.  That  pow- 
er is  vested  in  the  Piesident  of  the  United  States  and  the  Senate,  two-thirds  con- 
curring, and  all  those  whom  they  may  appoint  in  the  execution  of  that  power  are, 
in  the  sense  in  which  gentlemen  have  used  the  terms  executive  officers,  responsi- 
ble to  the  President.  But  this  executive  power  goes  no  further.  Every  other 
Eower  which  the  President  can  exercise,  under  the  constitution,  is  a  power  exercised 
y  the  authorit)^  of  the  law,  and  under  the  law.  He  cannot  raise  his  finger  without 
the  authority  of  this  legislative  power  which,  it  now  seems,  is  to  be  trampled  in  the 
dust,  and  denied  even  the  power  to  create  an  agency!  Why,  sir,  can  we  not,  be- 
fore the  sun  sets  this  very  day,  strike  from  existence  the  whole  of  this  Executive 
machinery,  the  heads  of  departments,  the  army,  the  navy,  the  judiciary,  and  all; 
leaving  the  President  to  wave  his  bfirren  spectre  over  the  solitude?  And  can  we 
not,  before  the  setting  of  to-morrow's  sun,  rear  up  another  fabric  as  powerful  and 
as  splendid?  And  yet  the  legislative  poweJr  has  no  rrght  to  create  an  executive 
agency! 
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Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  not  a  mere  abstract  question.  It  is  a  grave  and  solemn  ques- 
tion, practically  and  intimately  connected  with  the  operations  of  our  political  sys- 
tem. Cut  that  connexion  which  binds  the  executive  officers  of  this  Government  to 
Congress;  destroy  their  responsibility  to  the  law-making  power;let  them  cease  to 
be  the  agents  of  the  law,  and  make  them  the  instruments  of  the  Executive  will, 
and  what  then,  I  ask,  is  the  legislative  power?  Where  is  it?  Why.  you  may  as 
well  talk  about  the  power  of  a  sleeping  man  to  rescue  himself  from  the  danger  ap- 
prehended in  a  dream,  as  to  talk  about  a  legislative  power  which  has  no  means — 
no  practical  and  efficient  means  to  execute  its  will. 

But  we  are  told,  however,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  vested,  by 
the  constitution,  with  the  power  of  executing  the  laws  of  the  Union;  and  this 
clause  has  been  the  subject  of  as  much  misapprehension  and  novel  doctrine  as  the 
one  to  which  I  have  already  alluded.  It  is  a  clause  found  in  the  constitution  of 
every  State  in  the  Union;  but  it  was  never  before  interpreted  as  conveying  to  any 
Chief  Magistrate  a  discretionary  power  over  the  law.  Hoiv^  then,  is  the  President 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union?  By  an  inherent  power  of  his  own,  with  such 
agents  as  he  may  deem  proper,  on  such  occasions,  and  under  such  circumstances, 
as  he  may  deem  expedient?  No,  sir!  He  is  to  execute  the  laws  by  the  means,  in 
the  manner,  and  under  the  circumstances,  that  the  law-making  pow^er  shall  provide 
and  direct,  and  none  other.  Precisely  as  the  marshal  of  the  United  States  exe- 
cutes the  judgments  and  decrees  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  The 
clause  of  the  constitution  is  analagous  to  a  decree  of  the  people,  ordering  the  Presi- 
dent, who,  in  this  respect,  is  nothing  more  than  the  grand  marshal  of  the  republic, 
to  see  that  the  laws  are  executed  by  such  means,  and  such  means  only,  as  Con- 
gress may  provide.  In  fact,  sir,  it  is  an  injunction  of  obedience  to  the  law-making 
power. 

But,  sir,  I  pass  on  to  the  great  question  of  the  appointing  power,  and  the  con- 
nected power  of  removal  from  office.  What  is  the  j)ower  of  appointment?  And 
what  does  it  involve?  The  power  of  appointment  begins  and  ends  with  making  the 
appointment.  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  the  idea  ever  obtained  cur- 
rency that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had  the  inherent,  constitutional 
power,  of  dismissing  an  officer  from  his  place.  Where  is  this  power  to  be  found? 
The  constitution  says,  that  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  he  shall  make  all 
the  appointments.  Upon  what  principle  of  construction  is  it,  then,  that  the  power 
of  making  the  appointments  involves  the  right  of  dismissing  from  office,  as  a  con- 
stitutional right,  paramount  to  the  power  of  Congress?  It  is  an  established  rule  of 
construction  in  regard  to  the  legislative  power,  that,  wherever  a  power  is  express- 
ly granted,  all  the  povy^ers  necessary  for  its  execution  are  involved  by  implication. 
But  how  can  it  be  maintained  that  dismissal  from  office,  which  is  necessarily  sub- 
sequent to  the  appointment,  is  an  appropriate  means  of  enabling  the  President  to 
execute  the  power  of  making  the  appointment?  Nor  is  the  question  an  immaterial 
one^  wliether  this  right  of  dismissing  from  office,  is  a  constitutional  right,  or  a  right 
derived  from  the  law. 

The  distinction  is  all  important.  I  must  think  that  those  gentlemen  who  have 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  derives  this  right  of 
dismissing  from  office  from  the  constitution,  and  that  the  layv  cannot  take  it  away 
from  him,  have  expressed  the  opinion  inadvertently,  and  without  due  reflection. 
Is  it  not  evident,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  it  is  the  very  essence  of  legislative  power  to 
create  officers,  to  prescribe  their  duties,  to  fix  their  tenure,  and  to  determine  what 
kind  and  degree  or  malversation  shall  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  dismissal  from  of- 
fice? And  yet  if  we  were  to  attempt  to  fix  the  tenure  of  any  executive  officer,  we 
should  be  immediately  informed  by  the  President,  who  assumes  the  sole  right,  final 
arbitrament  on  these  great  questions  of  jurisdiction  between  the  legislative  and  ex- 
ecutive departments,  "hands  off  gentlemen,  this  is  a  matter  with  which  you  have 
no  right  to  interfere;  it  is  a  power  'executive  in  its  character,'  and,  therefore, be- 
longs exclusively  to  me,"  1  think  it  highly  important  that  we  should  assert  our  le- 
gislative rights,  m  relation  to  this  important  subject,  because  the  time  is  rapidly 
approaching  when  every  man  of  reflection  will  perceive  the  necessity  of  interposing 
the  legislative  power  to  rescue  the  country  from  the  corrupting  influence  of  the 
power  now  claimed  and  exercised  by  the  President. 

Indeed^  sir,  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction,  that  this  power  should 
be  forthwith  interposed;  and  that  every  federal  officer,  from  the  highest  to  the  low 
est,  should  be  made  to  feel  that  he  holds  his  office  by  a  tenure  less  precarious  than 
the  mere  arbitrary  will  of  one  man.    I  cannot  doiiot  that,  under  the  constitution, 
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Congress  may  pass  a  law  prescribing  that  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  for  ex- 
ample, shall  have  the  power  of  dismissing  their  ministerial  officers,  and  I  should  be 
glad  to  see  such  a  law  pass  by  way  of  commencement.  Though  the  legislative 
power  can  exert  no  control  over  the  appointment,  it  may  so  regulate  the  dismissing 
power  as  to  form  a  salutary  check  on  that  of  appointment.  It  cannot  be  doubted 
that  Congress  may  provide,  by  la.w,  that  the  representatives  from  each  State  shall 
have  the  power  ol  cfismissing  all  federal  officers  within  the  limits  of  their  respective 
States. 

There  is  no  limit,  indeed,  to  the  legislative  power  in  fixing  the  mode,  manner, 
and  cause  of  dismissal.  It  may  provide  that  all  executive  officers  shall  hold  their 
offices  during  good  behavior,  ancf  be  liable  to  removal  only  on  conviction  by  a  jury 
of  malversation  in  office. 

But  how  is  it  inferred  that  Congress  has  no  such  power?  Why,  says  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Tennessee,  the  constitution,  in  prescribing  that  the  judges 
shall  hold  their  offices  '"'during  good  behavior, ^^  raises  the  necessary  implication 
that  all  other  officei^  shall  hold  their  offices  by  the  will  of  the  President!  This  is 
certainly  a  most  jumping  conclusion,  and  I  am  utterly  incapable  of  comprehending 
the  logical  process  by  which  the  gentleman  arrives  at  it.  The  fact  that  the  judges 
are  declared  to  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior  raises  no  implication  at  all 
as  to  the  tenure  of  other  officers,  but  leaves  them  to  be  regulatea  by  the  legis- 
lative power,  which,  only,  is  competent  to  create  them.  It  is  a  restriction  upon  le- 
gislative power,  and  the  extent  of  that  restriction  is  the  extent  of  the  provision  in 
tavor  of  the  judges.  ^ 

I  have  deemed  it  important  to  speak  thus  distinct  on  the  dismissing  power,  be- 
cause I  have  a  deep  and  solemn  conviction  that  if  Congress  does  not  interpose 
speedily  and  effectually  interpose,  on  this  subject,  the  day  is  not  distant  when  this 
Government  will  sink  into  deep  corruption  and  absolute  monarchy.  Have  you 
considered,  sir,  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  this 
subject?  Have  you  reflected  upon  the  difference  between  our  situation 
and  that  of  every  other  people  upon  the  face  of  th<i  earth?  The  fact  is  notorious, 
that,  in  England,  when  a  change  of  ministry  takes  place,  all  the  subordinate  officers 
of  the  kingdom  feel  themselves  as  firmly  seated  after  the  change  has  taken  place  as 
they  were  before.  But  what  is  the  case  here  under  our  system  of  an  elective 
Chief  Magistracv  ?  If  you  bring  all  the  officers  of  this  Government  into  the  poli- 
tical market  as  tlie  legitimate  "spoils  of  victory;"  if  every  aspirant  to  the  Presiden- 
tial office  inscribes  upon  his  banner  this  celebrated  motto,: — to  animate  his  parti- 
sans, is  not  the  whole  mass  of  the  offices  and  patronage  of  your  Government  con- 
verted into,  mighty  fund  of  corruption  sufficient  to  purchase  an  imperial  crown, 
and  which  no  human  contrivance  can  permanently  resist? 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  immense  patronage  of  this  Government,  under  this  new  doc- 
trine of  the  absolute  right  of  every  new  President  of  the  United  States  to  discharge 
all  the  incumbents  from  office  at  nis  mere  will  and  pleasure,  to  make  way  for  his 
partisans,  is  a  power  I  would  not  trust  in  the  hands  of  an  angel^  if  there  were  an 
angel  in  human  form.  Yet,  s  range  to  say,  this  arbitrary  power  is  claimed  for  the 
President  by  the  honorable  member  from  Tennessee  as  the  means  of  securing  and 
enforcing  his  re.^ponsibility  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws!  A  standing  army  of 
executive  retainers,  made  absolutely  subservient  to  the  will  of  their  master,  is  truly 
a  most  notable  contrivance  for  securing  the  responsibility  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States !  When  Tiberius  collected  together  the  Prsetorian  bands,  scattered 
as  they  were  over  the  empire,  concentrated  them  in  a  single  camp,  in  the  city  and 
placed  them  under  the  command  of  his  celebrated  favorite,  the  Praetorian  piefect, 
did  he  insure  his  responsibility  to  the  Roman  people  by  making  that  army  thus  de- 
pendant on  his  will ! 

And  pray,  what  was  the  power  even  of  that  army  in  comparison  with  that  which 
you  propose  to  establish?  I  beg  gentlemen  to  reflect  that  this  standing  army  of 
civil  officers  is  scattered  over  the  Union,  occupying  all  the  commanding  points  and 
influential  positions,  and  exercising  a  power  inhnitely  more  controlling  andirresist- 
able  over  the  popular  opinion  than  ten  times  their  number  of  soldiers.  Cast  your 
eyes  over  the  '*  blue  book  "  of  this  republic,  now  rising  in  envious  rivalry  with  the 
"red  book"  of  England,  and  contemplate  the  frightful  catalogue  of  this  standing 
army  of  mercenary  dependants,  v/nich  this  theory  of  yours  will  create. 

"A  multitude,  like  v/hich  the  populous  North 
Fdured  nerer  from  het  frozen  loins  tb  pass 
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Rhine  or  the   Danube,  when  her  barbarous  sons 
Came  like  a  dekige  on  the  South,  and  spread 
Beneath  Gibraltar  to  the  Libian  sands. " 

What  reflecting  patriot  can  contemplate  this  mighty  host  of  executive  janizaries, 
more  terrible  than  an^army  of  northern  barbarians  stimulated  by  the  hopes  of  plunder, 
without  a  profound  sense  of  alarm  and  apprehension  for  the  late  of  our  institutions  r 
They  are  in  the  midst  of  us  5  they  insinuate  themselves  into  our  sanctuaries, 
amongst  our  domestic  altars  and  household  gods;  and,  under  artful  disguises  and  by 
incessant  and  untiring  eftbrts,  obtain  a  control  over  public  opinion  by  contannnat- 
ing  its  very  sources  and  elements.  We  have  seen  how  in  other  countries  similar 
means  have  been  employed  to  effect  the  purposes  of  airibition.  When  Oliver  Crom- 
well was  preparing  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  England,  it  was  his,  custom  to  say,  at 
each  successive  advance  in  his  progress,  "This  power  is  not  of  my  seeking.  It 
came  to  me  from  God,  by  the  choice  of  the  mmy^  the  usual  channel  through  which 
the  divine  mercies  are  dispensed  to  the  nation  in  these  latter  days!"  And  how 
long  will  it  be  before  some  American  Cromwell,  elevated  to  the  throne  of  Empire 
by  this  army  of  political  saints,  shall  say  to  ua :  '*This  is  not  of  my  seeking.  It  came  to 
me  from  the  people,  by  the  choice  ol  those  disinterested  patriots  who  hold  offices 
and  serve  the  country  purely  for  the  sake  of  conscience,  and  whoare  the  usual  chan- 
nels through  which  the  favor  of  the  people  is  dispensed  in  these  latter  days." 

Have  we  not  already  seen  the  ominous  signs  of  this  approaching  catastrophe  in 
our  own  heavens?^  Contemplate,  without  apprehension  if  yOu  can,  the  spectacle 
recently  exhibited  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  read  the  proceeding^,  and  analyze  the  com- 
position and  character  of  that  extraordinary  and  self-constituted  Convention  which  as- 
sembled together  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  a  successor  to  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate. And  although  this  administration  came  into  power  under  a  solemn  pledge 
to  redeem  the  popular  elections  from  the  tampering  influence  of  office-holders  yet 
this  Convention,  two-thirds  of  which  consisted  of  office-holders,  notoriously  pro- 
ceeded under  the  banner  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  nominate  his  successor '"and  the 
voice  of  this  mercenary  assembly  has  been  hailed,  throughout  the  ranks  of  the' faithful 
as  the  voice  of  the  people,  or,  what  seems  to  be  of  stdl  higher  authority  the  voice 
of  the  ''party."  ^  ' 

I  will  now  advert  to  another  sign,  which  I  have  deeply  regretted  to  perceive  and 
which  I  cannot  but  regard  as  one  of  the  most  fearful  indications  of  these  inauspici- 
ous times.  What  have  we  seen  in  the  great  State  of  Pennsylvania,' heretofore  stand- 
ing proudly  pre-eminent  among  the  States  of  this  Union,  and  justly  regarded  as  the 
keystone  of  the  Federal  arch?  Do  you  recollect  the  political  history  "of  that  State 
for  the  last  twelve  months?  Little  more  than  that  period  has  elapsed  since  her  Le- 
gislature resolved,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote,  that  it  was  both  constitutional  and 
expedient  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  instructed  their  Senators 
and  requested  their  Representatives  here  to  use  their  eftbrts  to  effect  that  measure 
And  yet  we  have  seen  that  Legislature,  with  no  earthly  reason  to  justify  the  change 
but  that  which  was  given  by  the  French  granadier  who  dispersed  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies— ''the  General  has  given  orders"— entirely  changed  its  position  in  regard 
to  the  great  question  so  deeply  involving  the  vital  interests  ot  i\\^  State.  I  cannot 
believe  that  the  Legislature  is  a  true  exponent  of  the  sentiment  of  the  people 

But  however  that  may  be,  is  it  at  ail  surprising  that  the  President  should  be  deli- 
rious with  power,  when  he  perceives  the  magic  of  his  influence  illustrated  bv  such 
extraordinary  effects?  He  has  almost  literally  realized  the  vision  of  tlie  madman 
who  ascended  a  lofty  mountain,  surveyed  from  his  proud  pre-eminece  the  almost 
boundless  horizon,  and,  swelling  with  the  conception  that  he  swayed  the  sceptre  of 
universal  empire,  exclaimed  in  a  voice  of  authority,  "kingdoms,  to  the  ri'^ht  about 
face!"  ^  Yes,  sir,  "the  General  has  given  orders,"  and  they  have  been  obeyed-  but 
I  trust  m  God  that  the  sovereign  people  of  the  ancient  and  venerable  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  will  not  be  as  subservient  as  those  who  have  betrayed  her  interests 
and  proved  recreant  to  her  principles.  ' 

Let  us  no  lon|er  delude  ourselves  with  the  vision  of  freedom,  if  such  be  the  pow- 
er of  one  man.  Is  it  the  crown  that  makes  the  king,  Mr.  Speaker,  or  the  sceptre  ^^  !« 
it  the  mere  pomp  and  circumstance  of  power,  or  the  substance  of  power,  unlimited^ 
uncontrollable  power,  that  makes  the  despot?  ' 

I  say  unto  you,  sir,  and  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  whose  integrity  of  pur- 
pose commands  my  respect,  that  let  him  firmly  establish  this  theory  of  executive 
omnipotence  and  official  dependance,  and  connect  it,  as  it  is  doomed  to  be  connect- 
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ed,  by  all  the  laws  of  political  nihility,  with  that  system  oi*  party  discipline  which 
is  so  admirably  exemplified  in  a  certain  political  school  which  holds  its  delibera- 
tions under  the  auspices  of  a  saint  not  known,  I  believe,  to  the  Christian  calen- 
dar*—once  establish  that  theory  and  this  practice*  and  you  arm  the  President  of 
the  United  States  with  a  power  of  incantation  which  may  "  call  up  spirits  from 

the  vasty  deep  to  do  his  errands,"  and  they  ivill  come— 

*' 

As  when  the  potent  rod 


Of  Amram's  son  in  Egypt's  evil  day 
"Waved  round  the  coast,  up  called  a  pitchy  cloud 
Of  locusts  vi'arping  on  the  Eastern  wind,' 
That  o'er  the  realm  of  impious  Pharaoh  hung 
Like  night,  and  darkened  all  the  land  of  Nile.'* 

Such  and  so  numerous  will  be  that  host  of  official  dependants  and  executive 
retainers  who  will  always  stand  ready  to  rally  round  the  standard  of  executive 
usurpation,  like  the  vassals  of  former  days,  rushing  at  the  signal  of  the  bugle  blast, 
or  the  beacon-light,  to  the  banner  of  their  feudal  chieftain,  equally  and  indifferently 
prepared  to  justify  the  right  and  to  defend  the  wrong.  Yes,  sir,  such  will  be  the 
portentous  cloud  not  only  of  political  locusts,  but  of  cormorants,  vultures,  vara- 

gires^  blood-flies,  musquitoes,  and  of  all  the  tribes  of  devouring  birds  of  prey,  and 
lood-sucking  insects,  which  the  President  of  the  United  States  can  always  call 
up  to  afflict  the  land  and  consume  its  substance,  by  waving  that  wizard  staft  which 
you  now  propose  to  place  in  his  hands. 

Indeed,  if  we  are  to  credit  the  statements  made  in  the  public  journals  of  certain 
oracular  responses  recently  given  out  from  the  executive  tripod,  it  would  seem  that 
we  have  already  a  political  Moses  in  our  land: — not,  to  be  sure,  endowed  with  the 
faculty  of  calling  up  successive  plagues  to  desolate  the  land  of  Egypt,  but  who  has 
ascended  Mount  Sinai,  and  there  received  a  divine  commission  to  call  down  the 
consuming  vengeance  of  Heayen  upon  the  children  ot  Israel  for  bowing  down  to 
worship  the  Golden  Calf !  It  is  recorded  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  that,  in  the  political 
trances  and  rhapsodies  with  which  he  frequently  edified  the  parliament,  he  made 
his  followers  believe,  and  actually  believed  himself,  that  the  "  spirit  of  God  spoke 
in  him,  and  by  him."  Is  it  incredible,  therefore,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  his  old  age,  when  his  passions  have  survived  the  vigor  of  his  intellect' — 
intoxicated  with  those  everlasting  draughts  of  flattery  which  the  cringing  syco- 
phants around  him  are  incessantly  administering,  should  imagine  himself  to  be  the 
chosen  instrument  of  Heaven  to  inflict  its  vengeance  upon  the  people  of  the  United 
States  for  daring  to  uphold  and  sustain  an  institution  which  he  deems  it  expedient 
to  destroy? 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  expose  this  novel  and  alarming  theory  of  executive 
power,  which  I  fear  will  be  speedily  eonsummated  in  a  consolidated  despotism  con- 
centrated in  a  single  person;  and  I  now  propose  to  examine  briefly  what  has  been 
the  practical  exposition  of  it  furnished  by  the  present  Executive.  We  often  look 
without  apprehension  upon  the  most  dangerous  pretensions  and  practices,  when, 
upon  a  closer  scrutiny,  we  perceive  the  latent  principle  of  mischief  which  had  be- 
fore escaped  us.  I  make  this  remark  in  reference  to  one  of  the  positions  assumed  by 
the  President  in  the  manifesto  he  addressed  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  on 
the  occasion  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  The  position  is,  that  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  mere  act  of  re-electing  him,  have  authoritatively  decided 
tliat  it  is  unconstitutional  and  inexpedient  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  and,  basing  himself  on  this  decision,  without  deigning  to  consult  the  legisla- 
ture, the  only  power  under  the  constitution  which  is  competent  to  make  such  a 
decision,  he  forthwith  proceeds,  by  his  own  authoritv,  to  execute  what  he  assumes 
to  be  the  will  of  the  people  constitutionally  expressed,  and,  of  consequence,  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land.  Simple  as  this  reasoning  and  assumption  may  at  the  first 
glance  appear,  I  venture  the  opinion  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  profound  and  artful 
contrivances  ever  invented  by  the  genius  of  usurpation  to  disguise  its  design,  and  cover 
its  approaches.  Examine  it  philosophically,  resolve  it  into  its  elements,  and  what  can 
you  make  of  it  but  a  new  and  more  direct  liigh  way  to  unlimited  power  than  any  here- 
tofore discovered,  by  substituting  the  will  of  the  President  for  the  will  of  the  people^ 

This  is  truly  an  age  of  improvement,  and  in  nothing  is  it  more  strikingly  illustra- 
ted than  in  the  improved  process  of  stealing  power  from  the  people.     This  one  is 

'''  St.  Tammany. 
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distinguished  for  its  directness  and  simplicity;  whereas  the  usurpers  of  other  times 
have  been  compelled  to  make  their  approaches  against  the  fortress  of  liberty  by  the 
slow  process  ot  opening  trenches,  and  advancing  under  their  cover.  In  other  coun- 
tries the  difficulty  has  been  to  obtain  the  votes  of  the  people  to  sanction  the  assump- 
tion of  the  kingly  office.  Here,  under  our  elective  system,  it  is  easy  to  obtain  the 
Chief  Executive  office,  but  the  difficulty  is  to  make  its  power  unlimited,  by  break- 
ing loose  from  the  inconvenient  restraints  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws.  The 
present  Chief  Magistrate  has  most  dexterously  surmounted  this  difficulty;  for,  if 
you  will  admit  his  position,  he  will  never  be  at  a  loss  to  make  his  sovereign  will  the 
paramount  law,  to  be  executed  "  as  he  understands  it."  What  is  the  argument  it 
involves? 

That  the  people  of  the  United  States,  by  re-electing  Andrew  Jackson,  have 
adopted  and  ratified  all  his  known  political  opinions  as  their  own;  thus  enacting  laws 
and  regulating  the  great  question  of  banking  and  currency  without  the  troublesome 
machinery  of  the  legislative  department !  Yes^  sir,  these  most  difficult  and  deli- 
cate of  all  the  appropriate  subjects  of  legislation  have,  with  the  public  treasure, 
been  seized  upon  by  tlie  President,  and  are  now  notoriously  regulated  bvhis  will: 
But  this  is  not  the  worst  view  of  the  matter.  Admitting  for  a  moment  the  consti- 
tutional right  of  the  President  thus  to  collect  the  sovereign  will  of  the  people  on 
a  subject  of  legislation,  the  present  is  a  gross  misapplication  of  his  own  doctrine. 
He  never  sent  a  message  to  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  bank  in  which  he  did 
not  hold  out  the  hope  that  he  would  sign  an  act  of  recharter,  with  modifications. 
In  every  instance  his  objections  were  to  the  bank  "  as  at  present  organized,"  which 
was  saying  by  implication  that  he  would  sanction  the  institution  if  diiFerently  orga- 
nized. And  in  the  message  immediately  preceding  his  re-election,  he  leaves  "  the 
subject  to  the  investigation  of  an  enlightened  people,  and  their  representatives." 
And  yet  he  is  scarcely  warm  in  his  seat,  when  he  turns  round  and  gravely  informs 
us,  "  now  that  the  people  have  sustained  the  President,  it  is  too  late,  he  confident- 
ly thinks,  to  say  that  the  question  has  not  been  decided.  Whatever  may  be  the 
opinion  of  others,  the  President  considers  his  re-election  as  a  decision  of  the  peo- 
ple against  the  bank.  He  was  sustained  by  a  Just  people^  and  he  desires  to  evince  his 
gratitude  by  carrying  info  effect  their  decisiorip^  as  far  as  depends  upon  himy  As 
far  as  depends  upon  him !  a  very  useless  qualincation  under  this  new-fangled  exe- 
cutive theory  and  practice.  But,  sir,  was  ever  power  usurped  under  more  frivolous 
and  fraudulent  pretences,  with  humbler  words  or  a  bolder  hand?  It  is  almost  in 
the  very  language  of  a  precedent  familiar  to  us  all: 

.    I  **  Thanks  g'entle  citizens  and  friends; 
1  his  general  applause  and  cheerful  shout 
Arg-ues  3  our  wisdom,  and  your  love  for  Richard.** 

But  this  spirit  of  executive  assumption  seems  to  have  infected  even  the  mo^i  in- 
significant of  the  "instruments"  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  Even  the  Government 
directors  of  the  bank,  swelling  like  the  frogs  in  the  fable,  claim  a  participation  in 
this  royal  prerogative  of  personating  the  majesty,  and  speaking  the  voice,  ofthe  pof>- 
ple.  ^  Listen  to  their  audacious  language:  "  Paying  no  sort  ot  respect  to  the  exalted 
public  sources  whence  their  appointment  immediately  emanates,  the  bank  has  the 
boldness  to  claim  co-equality  with  the  nation,  to  disregard  the  organs  and  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  "! !  Co-equality  with  the  nation  !  we  the  people  !  Such  are 
the  modest  pretensions  of  executive  spies  and  informers.  What  is  to  come  next 
as  the  fruit  of  those  extraordinary  executive  doctiines ? 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  most  alarming,  and  to  me'the  most  distressing,  symptom  ofthe 
times  is  the  influence  of  the  executive  power  over  the  members  of  the  National  Legis- 
lature, and  the  new  doctrine  ofthe  allegiance  ofthe  representatives  ofthe  people  to 
the  President  now  openly  avowed.  At  an  early  period  ofthe  session,  I  read  vv^th 
some  surprise,  in  certain  political  journals  which  usually  speak  by  authority,  the 
avowal  (^f  the  doctrine  that  the  members  of  this  House  come  here  not  to  represent 
the  people,  but  to  support  the  administration  right  or  wrong,  in  all  things;  in  other 
words,  to  represent  the  willj  and  obey  the  orders  ot  the  President.  I  did 
not,  then,  expect  what  I  have  since  had  the  pain  of  witnessing,  the  promulgation  of 
the  same  doctrine  from  places  of  high  authority,  from  the  seat  of  legislation,  in  both 
wings  of  the  Capitol.  Sir,  what  are  we?  where  are  we?  Are  we  the  representa- 
tives ofthe  people,  clothed  with  a  high  trust  to  be  exercised  for  their  benefit,  and 
under  an  exclusive  respmsibility  to  them,  or  are  we  feudal  vassals,  bound  by  a  tie 
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or  party  allegiance  to  the  President,  mere  "  liegemen  of  the  Dane  t "  Are  we,  lik^ 
the  parliaments  of  j*rance  under  the  ancient  dynast^^,  summoned  here  to  attend  a 
royal  "  bed  of  justice,  "  and  to  register,  by  compulsion,  the  royal  edicts  and  mani" 
festoes?  If  these  are  our  appropriate  functions,  why  stand  we  hear  prating  about 
the  constitution,  the  rights  ot  the  legislature,  and  the  custody  of  the  public  treasure  } 
If  we  have  lost  the  substance  of  liberty,  I  say  down  with  the  idle  and  unsubstan- 
tial pageantry  of  its  forms.  Why  keep  up  the  delusive  mockery  of  a  Legislative 
Department,  when  it  serves  only  as  a  mask  for  that  despotic  power  which  controls 
every  thing,  and  as  a  memorial  to  remind  us  of  our  own  degeneracy?  Let  us  ra- 
ther conforui  to  our  own  condition,  by  obeying  that  imperial  mandate  which  was 
first  issued  in  the  city  of  New  York,  some  months  since^  through  one  of  the  execu- 
tive organs—"  pass  the  appropriation  bills  and  go  home;''  leaving  the  people,  in  the 
extremity  of  their  distress,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  President  and  his  jprivy 
counsellors  1  Aye,  sir,  grease  the  wheels  of  the  Car  of  Juggernaut — enrich  the 
shrine  of  your  idol — and  when  you  have  performed  these  ministerial  offices  of  priest- 
ly devotion,  go  home,  and  tell  your  miserable  and  ruined  constituents  to  prostrate 
tliemselves  before  the  mighty  pageant,  and  offer  up  the  incense  of  their  expiring  ho- 
sa,nnahs  to  the  god  of  their  idolatry,  while  bis  fatal  car  is  crushing  them  info  the 
earth,  and  mingling  their  blood  with  the  dust,  and  the  whole  Pandamonium  of  false 
and  treacherous  counsellors  who  have  deceived  him  by  their  flattering  sorceries,  and 
ruined  the  cotintry  by  their  infernal  machinations,  are  laughing  at  the  agonizing 
distresses,  and  revelling  in  the  spoils  of  a  people  whose  hopes  he  has  disappointed, 
whose  sacred  rights  he  has  violated,  and  whose  vital  interests  he  has  betrayed,  and 
whose  constitutional  liberties  he  has  trampled  in  the  dust! 

We  are  not,  indeed,  v/ithout  some  very  significant  indications  that  this  royal 
mandate  will  be  executed  by  the  prerogative  of  prorogation.  It  has  evidently  been 
the  subject  of  grave  deliberation  m  that  secret  consistory  where  such  high  matters 
are  usually  decided.  And  as  I  feel— like  one  who,  about  to  retire  from  the  stage, 
has  a  natural  anxiety  that  his  last  act  in  the  drama  should  be  decently  performed — ^I 
must  ask  it  as  a  personal  favor  that,  if  we  are  to  be  prorogued  by  the  President,  the  act 
may  be  performed  with  becoming  solemnity,  ana  according  to  the  most  approved 
historical  precedents. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  furnish  such  a  precedentf  and  I  trust  the  friends  of  the! 
President  will  appreciate  the  feelings  of  kindness  in  which  it  is  done.  I  quote  from 
a  very  high  authority,  sir^  no  less  than  that  of  the  Lord  Protector  Cromwell.  He 
had  organized  his  first  Parliament,  as  he  supposed,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  sure 
of  a  majority  for  any  project  of  the  court.  But,  although  his  returning  officers  had 
taken  care  to  give  him  a  rnajority  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  yet  the  spi-* 
rit  of  libertj^  so  far  prevailed  over  the  spirit  of  personal  allegiance  as  to  throw  him 
into  a  minority  in  the  progress  of  the  session.  Finding  the  majority  inaccessible  to 
fear  or  persuasion,  the  historian  records,  that  "  he  summoned  the  House  to  meet 
him  in  the  painted  chamber.  [We  shall  be  summoned,  I  suppose,  to  the  East 
Room,  scarcely  less  celebrated.]  Displeasure  and  contempt  were  marked  in  his 
countenance.  [A  very  natural  prelude  to  what  follows.]  They  appeared  there,  he 
observed ,  with  the  Speaker  at  their  head,  as  a  House  of  Parliament.  Yet  what  had  they 
done  as  a  Parliament?  He  never  had  played,  he  never  v/ould  play  the  orator;  and  there-' 
fore  he  would  tell  them  frankly  [Cromwell  was  a  frank  man,  too,  sir,]  that  tliey  had 
done  nothing.  For  five  months  they  had  passed  no  bill,  [our  time  is  not  yet  out  J  had 
made  no  address,  had  held  no  communication  with  him.  As  far  as  concerned  them,  he 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  pray  that  God  would  enlighten  their  minds.  But  had  they  done 
nothing?  Yes;  they  had  encouraged  the  cavaliers  to  plot  against  the  Commonwealth, 
and  the  levellers  to  intrigue  with  the  cavaliers.  [The  coalition  between  the  nulli- 
fiers  and  national  republicans  is  here  evidently  foretold.]  By  their  dissension  they 
had  aided  the  fanatics  to  throw  the  nation  into  confusion,  and  by  the  slowness  of 
their  proceedings  had  compelled  the  soldiers  to  live  at  free  quarters  on  the  country. 
[Here  Gen.  Jackson  could  give  Cromwell  a  lesson.  Why  did  he  not  seize  upon  the 
deposites?!  It  was  supposed  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  raise  money  without  the 
aid  of  Parliament.  But  he  had  been  inured  to  difficulties,  and  hati  never  found 
God  wanting  when  he  trusted  in  him.  [Almost  the  very  language  of  the  mani- 
festo.] The  country  would  willingly  pay  on  account  of  the  necessit}^.  But  wag 
the  necessity  of  his  creation?  No:  it  was  of  God;  the  consequence  of  God's  pro- 
vidence. It  was  no  marvel,  if  men  who  lived  on  their  masses  and  service  books, 
their  dead  and  carnal  v/orship,  were  strangers  to  the  works  of  God;  but  for  those 
who  had  been  instructed  by  the  spirit  of  God  U  adopt  the  same  language,  and  say 
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&t  men  were  the  cause  of  those  things,  when  God  had  done  them,  this  was  more 
than  the  Lord  would  bear.  But  that  he  might  trouble  them  no  longer,  it  was  hi* 
duty  to  tell  them,  that  their  continuance  was  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation,  and 
therefore  he  did,  then  and  there,  declare  that  he  dissolve  the  Parliament."  Tnis  is 
the  manner  in  which-  Cromwell  got  rid  of  the  troublesome  incumbrance  of  an  inde- 
pendent Parliament.     ' 

But  to  be  serious,  sirj  I,  for  one,  am  not  disposed  to  adjourn  before  something  ef- 
fectual is  done  to  relieve  the  country  from  its  distresses;  and  I  will  not  do  so  with 
my  o^yn  consent,  even  to  avoid  the  late  of  Cromwell's  Parliament.  In  the  present 
calamitous  condition  of  the  country  we  have  a  melancholy  exemplification  to  prove 
how  small  a  share  of  human  wisdom  is  requisite  to  produce  the  greatest  conceiva- 
ble extent  of  human  misery!  Th^  merest  pigmy,  armed  with  a  sceptre,  can  destroy, 
in  a  single  day,  the  great  fabric  of  a!  niation's  prosperity,  which  all  the  intellectual 
giants  of  the  land  cannot  rebuild  in  a  long  and  laborious  course  of  years.  I  will 
not  tell  the  people  to  look  for  salvation  to  those  who  have  involved  them  in  this  ca' 
lamity.  No,  sir,  this  storm  has  been  produced  by  a  species  of  necromancy,  which 
is  endowed  only  with  the  faculty  of  mischief,  and  which,  having  raised  the  el-ements,- 
has  no  power  of  exorcism  to  lay  them.  The  Prospero,  whose  fatal  wand^  has  con- 
jured up  these  elements,  into  this  wild  and  fearful  and  disastrous  comi^t)tion,  has 
no  magic  power  to  call  up  the  ministering  spirits  of  the  stormy  deep,  to  rescue  the 
sinking  fortunes  of  a  whole  people,  rashly  and  wickedly  exposed  to  the  rocks^ 
winds,  waves,  and  quicksands,  of  this  most  desperate  and  imperious  experinlent* 

Sir,  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government  has  plunged  the  country  into  this 
stormy  sea  of  desperate  adventure,  under  circumstances  which  greatly  aggravate  the 
outrage  committed  upon  the  Constitution,  and  upon  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
people.  What  excuse  or  apology  can  be  offered  for  such  a  daring  presumption  and 
hazardous  exercise  of  power  by  the  Executive  ?  When  Cromwell  usurped  the  su- 
preme power  in  England,  he  saw  the  nation  torn  to  pieces  by  fiictions,  and  drenched 
m  civil  blood;-  and  ms  strong  arm^clutched  the  fallen  sceptre  to  save  the  country  from 
universal  desolation.  When  Bonaparte  returned  front  Egypt,  and  dispersed  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies,  he  found  the  armies-  of  the  republic  driven  back,the  finances 
involved  in  bankruptcy,  and  the  combined  powers  of  Europe  menacing  the  exist* 
ence  of  France.  Where,  said  he,  are  the  conquests  I  made,  the  victories  I  achiev- 
ed, the  resources  I  supplied,  and  the  armies  I  left  for  the  security  of  France?  But 
what  was  the  condition  of  the  United  States  at  that  fatal  moment,  when  the  evil 
geniu's  of  the  President  prompted  him  to  assume  the  fearful  responsibility  of  de- 
stroying ou^r  sf  stem  of  credit  j  deranging  our  system  of  currency,  in  open  and  avow^ 
ed  contempt  of  the  legislative  power?  What  was  there  in  that  condition  to  afford 
the  shadow  of  a  pretext  for  the  usurpation  of  which  we  complain?  What  civil  dis- 
sentions  was  it  designed  to  compose;  What  financial  embarrassments  and  public  suf- 
ferings was  it  calculated  to  relieve?  It  is  worth  while  to  look  back  to  the  inception 
of  this  executive  experiment.  The  people  of  the  United  States  were  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  an  unexampled  prosperity — literally  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  tranquillity, 
abundance,  and  contentment — blessings  the  more  exquisitely  realized  from  their 
contrast  with  the  troubled  scene  which  had  recently  passed  away.  They  had  seen 
a  dark  and  portentous  cloud  lowering  in  the  horizon,  and  could  almost  hear  the 
distant  thunder  and  see  the  prelusive  flashes  of  the  coming  storm,  which  threatened 
to  shake  the  mighty  fabric  of  this  federal  system  to  its  deep  foundation.  But  at 
this  eventful  crisis,  a  redfeeming  power  was  interposed,  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation; 
a  covenant  of  peace  was  ratified  here,  the  storm  passed  away,  and  the  rainbow  cir- 
cled the  arch  of  the  heavens,  the  cheering  harbinger  of  that  happiness  and  content- 
ment which  were  the  lot  of  a  united  people^  until  the  fatal  dog-days,  when  this 
most  pernicious  scheme  of  executive  usurpation  was  engendered,  not  to  save  the 
country  from  civil  dissentions  and  restore  its  disordered  finances,  but  to  mar  and  de- 
stroy the  brightest  vision  of  happiness  that  ever  blessed  the  hopes  of  any  people. 

And  I  regret  to  find  that  the  authors  of  this  fatal  experiment  are  resolved  to  car* 
ry  it  on  in  the  same  reckless  spirit  in  which  it  was  conceived.  Nothing  has  struck 
me  more  forcibly  than  the  stubborn  perseverance  of  the  administration  in  their  des- 
perate purposes,  hoping  against  hope,  blind  to  the  palpable  results  of  experience, 
and  deaf  to  the  cries  of  a  suffering  people.  It  is  a  spirit  of  heartless  indifference  to 
popular  suffering,  wholly  without  excuse,  and  almost  without  example.  We  have 
been  told  by  a  member  of  this  House,  (Mr.  Beardsley,)  in  the  exterminating  spi- 
rit of  that  Roman  who  always  concluded  his  speeches  with  the  motto,  "  Carthage 
must  be  destroyed,"  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  must  be  destroyed  by  what- 
ever means,  and  at  the  hazard  of  whatever  consequences.  "  Perish  commerce,  pe- 
rish credit;  give  us  broken  banks  and  a  disordered  currency,"  rather  than  retrace 
the  steps  of  this  executive  crusade  against  the  bank!  Ana  the  Chief  Magistrate 
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himself  declares  that  neither  *'  the  opinion  of  the  Legislature,  nor  fhe  voice  of  tlie 
people,  shall  induce  him  to  abandon  his  purpose,  whatever  may  be  the  sufferings 
produced,"  adding,  for  the  consolation  of  the  enterprising  and  industrious  classes, 
that  if  those  should  fail  "  who  trade  upon  borrowed  capital,"  they  deserve  their  fate! 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  can  scarcely  give  credit  to  the  historian  Vv^ho  records  the  degen- 
eracy and  degradation  of  a  great  people  of  antiquity,  when  he  informs  us,  that  a 
Roman  Emperor  amused  himself  by  fiddling,  wlnle  the  capital  of  his  empire  and 
the  fortunes  of  the  Roman  people  were  involved  in  one  general  conflagration.  But 
our  own  melancholy  and  woful  experience  is  but  too  well  calculated  to  remove  any 
historical  scepticism  which  might  induce  us  to  suppose,  that  the  extraordinary- 
spectacle  to  which  I  have  alluded,  was  drawn  rather  by  the  pencil  of  poetry  than 
by  the  pen  of  historical  truth.  For,  even  at  this  early  period  in  our  national  pro- 
gress, in  the  very  dawn  of  our  republican  institutions,  we  are  ourselves  exhibiting  to 
the  world,  which  we  vainly  boast  of  enlightening  by  our  example,  a  spectacle,  in  som« 
of  its  aspects,  more  unnatural  and  revolting  than  its  Roman  prototype.  If  my  re- 
collection of  this  interesting  chapter  in  the  history  of  man  be  not  imperfect,  Nero 
"Was  not  himself  the  incendiary  who  applied  the  fatal  torch  by  which  the  temples 
and  the  gods,  the  senate  house  and  the  forum,  the  gorgeous  palaces,  and  the  hum- 
ble cottages  of  the  imperial  city,  were  consigned  to  the  devouring  element*  Can 
you  say  as  much,  sir,  I  will  not  for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  but  for 
that  irresponsible  cabal,  which  is  the  liying  emblem  of  pestilence  and  famine,  by 
which  even  his  more  noble  and  generous  impulses  are  converted  into  instruments  of 
mischief  ?  Who  is  it  that  has  kindled  up  that  conflagration  which  is  now  sweeping 
over  the  land, — like  a  prairie  fire  of  the  west — bearing  destruction  in  its  bosom, 
laying  a  scene  of  desolation  in  its  rear,  and  scattering  consternation  in  every  di- 
rection? Nay,  sir,  who  is  it  that  has  sacrilegiously  invaded  the  sanctuary  of  the 
Constitution,  and  lighted  at  the  very  fires  of  the  altar  that  fatal  brand,  which, 
desperately  and  vindictively  hurled' — with  whatever  aim — ^has  struck  upon  the  great 
temple  of  our  national  prosperity,  involving  it  in  "hideous  ruin  and  combustion?" 
Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  no  midnight  incendiary  that  silently  stole  into  the  temple  with 
his  Ephesian  torch,  concealed  by  the  mantle  of  darkness.  No  ;  it  was  the  high- 
priest  of  the  Constitution  that  violated  the  sanctuary  and  desecrated  the  fires  of  the 
altar.  It  was  in  the  broad  glare  of  noon  day,  from  the  imperial  heights  of  power, 
and  in  open  defiance  of  all  the  moral  and  political  guaranties  of  human  rights,  that 
this  consuming  brand  was  cast  into  the  elements  of  combustion,  and  which  came 
upon  an  astounded  people,  without  cause  and  without  notice,  like  Heaven's  aveng- 
ing bolts  from  a  cloudless  sky.  And  now  that  the  signal  bells  of  alarm  and  distress 
are  ringing  from  one  extremity  of  this  Union  to  the  other,  mingling  their  disastrous 
chimes  with  those  cries  of  distress  which  come  to  us  from  the  four  quarters  of  the 
heavens,  on  every  wind  that  blows,  and  forming  one  mightjr  chorus  of  indignant 
complaint  that  has  forced  its  way  into  the  sealed  ears  of  infatuated  power; — with 
what  sympathy,  with  what  feelings  of  commisseration,  with  what  "  compunctious 
vi  sitings"  are  these  proofs  of  a  nation's  suffering  received  by  the  authors  of  the 
calamity  and  their  accomplices? 

[Here  Mr.  Beaubslet  made  an  explanation,  disclaiming  the  language  imputed  to  him  by 
Mr.  McDuFFiE,  to  which  Mr.  McD.  rephed  that  he  spoke  from  memory,  and  did  not  profess 
to  give  the  gentleman's  words  throughout,  but  his,  (Mr.  McD's)  interpre'ation  of  them.] 

Mr.  McD.  resumed.  I  ask  you,  sir,  if  the  administration  or  its  friends  have  rais- 
ed a  finger  to  relieve  the  country,  or  even  uttered  a  single  word  of  encouragement 
or  consolation  to  soothe  the  afflictions  of  the  people?  From  one  quarter  they  are 
told  that  they  must  be  mistaken  as  to  teir  own  sufferings,  for  that  "  the  Govern- 
ment feels  no  distress" — a  sentiment  in  which  I  doubt  not,  the  officeholders,  who 
constitute  that  Government,  will  most  sincerely  concur.  Oh,  no  !  the  officehold- 
ers, from  the  President  down,  who  live  upon  fixed  salaries,  do  not  experience  the 
least  distress,  from  that  great  national  calamity,  which  adds  twenty -five  per  cent, 
to  the  value  of  these  salaries  !  For  they  have  doubtless  found  out,  without  much 
skill  in  arithmetic,  that  the  same  cause  which  depresses  the  value  of  labor  and  all 
the  productions  of  industry  twenty-five  per  cent.,  increases  the  value  of  their  in- 
come precisely  in  the  same  degree.  It  is  not  at  all  wonderful,  therefore,  that  "the 
Government"  should  be  able  to  bear  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  with  the  most 
philosophical  fortitude.  Yes,  sir,  these  gentlemen  officeholders,  while  sitting  in 
their  armed  chairs  and  enjoying  their  enhanced  salaries,  can  look  down  upon  the 
sufferings  of  the  people  with  as  much  tranquillity  and  composure,  as  an  experimen- 
tal philosopher  looks  upon  the  contortions  of  a  reptile  or  an  insect,  expiring  for  the 
want  of  vital  air  under  one  of  his  experiments  ! 

And  in  wliat  spirit  does  the  President  of  the  United  States  receive  the  complaints 
of  Ihe  people,  when  brought  to  the  foot  of  the  throne?  No  constitutional  monarch  in 
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Christendom,  would  venture  to  respond  the  complaints  of  his  subjects  in  the  same 
spirit  of  dictatorial  arrogance  and  supercilious  indifference: — '"/do  not  wish  to  be 
pestered  with  your  complaints,  /never  will  restore  the  deposites.  /never  will 
recharter  the  liank  of  the  United  States.  /have  a  measure  in  reserve  which  will 
destroy  the  bank  at  once,  and  which  /am  resolved  to  apply,  if  the  bank  continues 
to  pursue  its  present  course,  he  the  consequences  to  individuals  what  they  mayP''' — • 
The  people,  however,  are  consoled  by  the  roval  assurance,  that  "those  who  trade 
upon  borrowed  caf)ital  ought  to  break,"  which  will  of  course  prepare  them  to  meet 
their  fate  with  Christian  fortitude  and  resignation!  What  are  we  to  think,  sir,  of  a 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  can  thus  coolly  doom  to  extermination  a  large 
proportion,  probably  three-fourths,  of  that  great  middle  class  of  our  country,  which 
constitute  the  bone  and  sinews  of  the  body  politic  ?  What  shall  we  say  of  his  know- 
ledge of  the  elements  of  our  national  wealth  and  productive  industry?  The  most 
useful,  industrious,  and  productive  class  of  our  citizens,  habitually  trades  upon  bor- 
rowed capital  to  avery  great  extent.  It  would  be  acuiious  subject  of  statistical  inquiry, 
and  I  will  venture  to  conjecture  tliat,  taking  the  average  of  this  class,  one  third 
part  of  their  active  capital  is  founded  upon  credit,  in  some  shape.  Ever^  American 
statesman  should  know,  what  does  not  appear  to  have  been  dreamed  ot  in  the  Pre- 
sident's philosophy,  that  owing  to  the  stability  and  security  of  our  institutions, 
credit  has  become  an  element  of  wealth  and  a  substitute  for  money;  a  state  of 
things  which  can  only  exist  under  constitutional  governments,  and  which  has  here- 
tofore existed  in  our  country  in  an  extent  unknown,  perhaps,  to  any  other.  Hence, 
among  other  causes,  the  unprecedented  progress  of  our  prosperity. 

But  to  return.  It  seems  that  the  complaints  of  the  people  are  rude,  unmannerly 
and  disloyal — as  if  the  porter  at  the  palace  should  sa^  to  their  committees.  Do  not 
annoy  the  ear  of  majesty  with  the  harsh  dissonance  oi  your  complaints,  but  regale 
it  with  a  sweet  serenade  of  flattering  symphonies;  and  if  you  must  pray  for  relief, 
in  the  extremity  of  your  sufferings,  be  sure  and  conclude  your  supplication  with  a  po- 
litical doxology, ascribing  all  power,  and  all  praise, and  all  glory,  to  the  deifiedCsesar! 

But,  sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  not  to  be  put  off  in  this  way;  and  I  will 
tiike  leave  to  commend  the  consideration  of  "  the  Government,"  and  particularly  to 
those  fat,  sleek,  office -holding  gentlemen  who  feed  out  of  the  public  crib,  an  instruc- 
tive picture,  drawn  to  the  life,  by  the  great  master  painter  of  the  human  passions. 
During  the  canvas  of  Caius  Marius  for  the  consulship,  Shakspeare  represents  two 
Roman  citizens  as  holding  a  dialogue  relative  to  the  state  of  the  republic.    Caius 
Marius,  better  known  by  the  name  of  Coriolanus,  relying  upon  his  military  services, 
and  the  support  of  the  partisans,  who  were  the  officeholders  of  that  day,  exhibited 
a  haughty  and, imperious  bearing,  contemning  the  restraints  of  law  and  all  the  civil 
authorities  of  the  republic.  ^  It  was  a  period  of  niuch  popular  distress,  increased  by 
the  extravagance  and  rapacity  of  those  in  authority,  when  the  two  citizens  are  in- 
troduced discussing  the  politics  of  the  day.    One  of  them  said:  "  What  authority 
surfeits  on  would  relieve  us;  but  they  think  we  are  too  dear' — the  leanness  that 
afflicts  us  is  an  inventory  to  particularize  their  abundance."     [So  it  is  with  our 
office-holders.]     He  then  goes  on  to  say — as  was  not  strange  for  those  primitive 
days  of  stern  republican  simplicity — ^^  Let  us  avenge  ourselves  with  our  pikes**** 
for  the  gods  know  I  speak  this  in  hunger  for  bread,  and  not  for  thirst  of  revenge." 
The  other  citizen,  who  seems  to  have  felt  the  influence  of  military  glory,  replies 
by  asking,  "  Would  you  proceed  especially  against  Caius  Marius?    Consider  you, 
what  services  he  has  done  for  his  country?''  "  Very  well,"  says  the  former,  "and 
could  give  him  good  report  for  it;  but  he  pajs  himself  with  being  proud. ****I  say 
unto  you,  what  he  hath  done  famously,  he  did  to  that  end;  though  soft-consciencea 
men  can  be  content  to  say  it  was  for  his  country,  it  was  to  be  partly  proud,  which 
he  is,  even  to  the  altitude  of  his  virtue."    You  know  the  fate  of  Coriolanus;  and  I 
warn  the  friends  of  General  Jackson,  that,  although  military  glory  has  great  fasci-. 
nation,  and  though  the  Americans  are  a  grateful  people,  and  have  refuted  the 
calumny  that  republics  are  ungrateful,  he  must  not  rely  too  much  upon  that  glory, 
nor  tax  the  national  gratitude  beyond  all  endurance.    I  particularly  warn  his  disinr 
terested,  personal,  and  political  friends,  that,  if  they  do  not  rescue  him  from  the 
mercenary  sycophants  who  are  murdering  his  reputation,  there  is  too  much  reason 
to  apprehend  that  the  man  who  came  into  the  presidential  olflce  with  more  popu- 
larity and  a  more  enviable  fame  than  any  chief  magistrate  since  the  days  of  Wash- 
ington, will  go  into  retirement,  when  he  ceases  to  be  surrounded  with  the  appendages 
and  patronage  of  power,  escorted  by  the  execrations  ot  a  betrayed  people,  and  de^ 
serted  by  the  heartless   flatterers  who  have  been  the  means  of  betraying  him.    I 
shall  be  yery  far,  Mr.  Speaker,  from  taking  any  pleasure  in  the  fulfilment  of  thia 
anticipation.    It  is  with  an  opposite  sentiment  that  I  perceive  the  strong  passion^ 
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an<3  naturally  high  impulses  of  a  venerable  old  man,  perverted  to  sinister  ends,  and  made  the 
instruments  of  ruin  to  the  country,  and  destruction  ;to  his  own  fame. 

•I  am  admonished  of  the  necessity  of  passing  over  the  remaining  topics  I  propose  to  discuss 
with  all  practical  brevity.  I  will  say  a-few  words  as  to  the  causes  assigned  bythe  administra- 
tion and  its  friends  for  that  general  distress,  t-lie  existence  of  which  was  at  first  denied,  but 
which  is  now  reluctantly  admitted.  The  oft-refuted  allegation  that  it  haa  been  produced  by 
the  improper  course,  and  too  rapid  curtailments  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  still  re- 
iterated in  direct  opposition  to  the  plain  facts  of  the  case,  and  in  contempt  of  both  truth  and 
decency.  The  President  has  removed  the  public  deposites  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  com- 
pelhng"  the  bank  to  wind  up  its  operations;  and  though  the  bank  has  not  curtailed  its  loans  to 
jan.amaunt'equal  to  that  of  the  capital  of  which  the  President  has  deprived  it — to  say  nothing 
of  winding  up — yet  it  is  held  responsible  for  the  public  distress!  Nothing  can  be  more  wan- 
itonly  and  capriciously  unjust  to  the  bank.  "What  would  the  administration  have  that  institu- 
tion to  do?  Do  they  expect  it  to  move  in  two  opposite  directions  at  the  same  time,  curtail  its 
discounts,  and  extend  its  accommodations?  Monster  as  it  is,  it  cannot  overcome  the  laws  of 
nature  and  perform  these  impossibilities.  At  the  commencement  of  this  experiment,  the  agent 
of  the  Treasury — the  imperial  questor— iJboasted  that  in  two  months  the  "  reptile"  would  lie 
prostrate  at  the  feet  of  the  Secretary,  suing  for  mercy;  but  now  the  "  monster"  has  risen,  it 
would  seem,  with. a  redoubled  power  of  relieving  the  public  distress,  and  the  administration 
fixclaim,  like  the  drowning  Caesar  in  the  troubled  Tiber,  "help  me  Cassius,  or  I  sink!"  Yes, 
sir,  the  people  are  now  referred  for  relief  to  the  very  monster  which  was  to  be  crushed  by  the 
foot  of  Andrew  Jackson,  instead  of  the  selected  State  banks,  which  were  to  perform  such  won- 
ders in  maintaining  commercial  credit  and  a  sound  currency! 

No  human  sagacity  can  exactly  predict  what  direction  this  calamitous  state  of  things  will 
take,  or  in  what  catastrophe  it  will  terminate.  But  as  I  am  a  firm  believer  in  the  retributive 
justice  of  a  superintending  Providence,  I  think  it  not  improbable  that  "even-handed  justice 
may  commend  the  poisoned  chahce  to  the'lips"  of  those  who  intended  it  for  the  lips  of  others. 
It  may  happen  that  the  wicked  projectors  of  this  pernicious  experiment,  and  their  schemes  of 
avarice  and  ambition,  will  be  the  first  to  feel  its  destructive  energy;  and  gentlernen  must  not 
be  surprised  if  the  very  first  shock  of  this  mighty  galvanic  battery  of  credit  and  currency  should 
prostrate  the  favorite  system  of  those  who  have  impiously  presumed  to  tamper  with  those 
mighty  elements  without  comprehending  their  naturae  and  power. 

But  I  must  hasten  on  to  the  consideration  of  the  remedy  by  which  the  country  is  to  be  re- 
lieved from  its  present  embarrassment  and  suffering.  And  first  I  will  examine  the  projects 
.of  remedy  held  out  by  the  administration.  Since  the  comnjencement  of  the  session,  the 
friends  of  the  .administration,  in  C-  ngress,  have  been  repeatedly  and  urgently  called  upon  to 
disclose  their  plan  of  relief— their  final  arrangement  of  the  great  subject  of  the  currency. 
4tnd  pray  what  has  been  the  answer?     Why,  sir, 

**  Various;  that  the  mind  of  desultory  man, 
Studious  of  change  and  fond  of  novelty, 
May  be  indulged.** 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Cambreling)  favored  the  Hopse  with  a  very  edify- 
ing disquisition  on  the  system  of  Scotch  banking,  which  he  commended  to  our  admiration 
and  adoption,  although  it  is  a  mere  paper  system,  without  a  specie  basis,  practicable  in  Scot- 
land from  the  fixed  and  regular  habits  of  trade,  but  wholly  inapplicable  to  our  peculiar  habits 
and  federal  system.  Another  gentleman,  in  another  quarter,  (Mr.  Wright  of  New  York) 
standing  in  a  very  confidential  relation  to  the  Executive,  informs  the  country,  that  the  admin- 
istration is  resolved  to  adhere  to  the  systerh  of  State  bank  depositories,  upon  the  faith  of  that 
sagacious  financial  prediction,  which  assured  us  that  this  system  would  furnish  the  country 
with  a  currency  equal  to  that  furnished  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  not  better!  A 
third  gentleman,  (Mr.  Rivks  of  Va.)  speaking  still  more  authoritatively  the  sentiments  of 
the  administration,  has  amused  the  country  with  a  homily,  more  in  the  spirit  of  poetry  than  of 
practical  statesmanship,  in  favor  of  the  beau  ideal  of  a  hard  money  Government;  a  scheme 
just  as  practicable  as  it  would  beio-w>llfeick  the  current  of  time,  and  carryback  the  present 
generation,  with  all  its  interests  and  improvements,  to  the  golden  age  of  fabulous  antiquity! 
The  administration  are  singularly  fortunate  in  one  respect.  Occupying  a  position  which 
makes  it  very  convenient  to  be  "all  things  to  all  men,"  th- j'^  have  in  Congress  gentlemen 
of  all  manner  X)f  opinions,  each  prepared  to  exhibit  to  the  different  poliucal  divisions  of  the 
country,  his  own  peculiar  scheme,  as  the  plan  of  the  administration.  Sir,  it  has  been  some- 
where said  that  language  was  designed  to  answer  two  great  purposes — the  one  to  convey 
our  ideas,  the  other  to  conceal  them.  Being  myself  a  plain,  straiglitforward  man,  accustom- 
ed to  say  what  I  tliink,  and  think  what  I  say,  I  have  no  practical  knowledge  of  this  latter 
use  of  language,  though  I  can  very  well  imagine  that  a  mere  politician — and  particularly  a 
trading  politician,  if  there  be  such  a  thing — would  find  it  of  singular  advantage  in  certain 
critical  emergencies.  What,  for  example,  do  the  administration  mean  by  throwing  out  those 
visionary  and  notoriously  impracticable  schemes, — dazzling  and  blinding  the  puUlic  eye  by 
their  flickering  glare  and  conflicting  rays,  giving  no  light,  but  serving  rather  to  increase  the 
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^■darkness  visible^  Are  they  designed  to  enlighten  the  public  mind  as  to  the  ultimate  scheme 
of  Government  banking",  in  which  these  disorders  of  the  currency  are  to  terminate?  For  no 
such  vulgar  purpose.  And  let  me  inform  the  House  and  tlie  country,  that  the  administra- 
tion are  not  without  the  authority  of  a  very  high  example  for  the  course  they  are  pursuing. 
During  that  eventful  period  of  English  history,  which  intervened  between  the  execution  of 
Charles  the  First  and  the  establishment  of  the  Protectorate,  Oliver  Crorfi well,  then  Lord 
,General  of  England,  and  who  was  permitted,  by  a  sort  of  parliamentary  courtesy,  to  speak 
before  the  representatives  of  the  people,  had  frequent  occasion  to  expres^s  himself  on  the 
state  of  the  country.  On  one  occasion  in  particular,  when  the  public  disorders  and  distresses 
had  reached  a  crisis,  which  rendered  the  necessity  of  some  change  obvious  to  every  one,  he 
made  one  of  those  artful,  involved,  ambiguous,  and  incomprehensible  speeches  for  which  lie 
was  so  remarkable;  and  after  pourtraying  with  great  distinctness  and  power  the  ruinous  ten- 
dency of  the  prevailing  anarchy,  pronouncing  it  to  be  utterly  intolerable, — at  this  eventful 
moment,  when  his  whole  audience  hung  upon  his  lips  anxiously  expecting  the  revelation  of 
some  grand  remedy  for  the  convulsions  of  the  country,  he  concluded  his  speech,  as  the  his- 
torian irj-foims  us,  **  by, explaining  to  the  assembled  parliament,  the  eighty-fifth  psalm." 
Now,.sir5.,I  have  always  entertaiQcd  a  stropg  prejudice  against  Cromwell,  ap-d  J  do  not  know 
that  lean  do  him  justice  in.  any  thing;  but  I  will  affirm  before  this  House,  and  maintain  be- 
fore apy  tribunal  in  the  world,  that  his  remedy  for  the  anarchy  of  England  wiis  as  practicable 
..as  sincere,  and  as  intelligible  as  tliat  confusion  of  false  lights  which  this  administration  has 
thrown  out  to  cover  designs  against  the  liberty  of  th;s  country,  more  fatal  than  those  which 
Cromwell  had  formed  against  the  liberties  of  England. 

Do  you  doubt,  sir,  that  when  Cromwell  was  amusing  the  Parliament  by  expounding  a  psalm, 
his  mind  was  filled  wi  h  the  alluring  visions  of  crowns,  sceptres,  and  all  the  appendages  of 
that  more  than  kingly  power,  which  he  had  then  resolved  to  establish?  And  can  we  doubt, 
in  the  midst  of  concurring  signs  which  every  where  meet  the  eye,  that  it  is  the  settled  pur- 
pose of  the  existing  dynasty  to  perpetuate  its  power  by  a  gigantic  system  of  government 
banking  M'ithout  any  example  in  history? 

Mr.  SPEAKER,  the  experience  of  the  last  few  years  has  entirely  changed  my  views  as  to  the 
destiny  of-ihe  human  race.  All  my  youthful  visions  of  the  perfectibility  of  mankind  have 
-V-aniihed  before  the  sad  realities  of  the  times.  They  are  gone  forever.  1  am  now  constrain- 
ed to  believe,  that,  with  all  the  lights  of  reason  and  experience,  and  the  pohiical  improvements 
of  o,ur  country,  men  are  stills  the  idolatrous  and  predestined  victims  of  imposture.  Before  that 
God  to  whom  I  am  responsible  for  what  I  say  here,  I  do  believe  thg,t  the  annals  of  human 
idolatry  and  delusion  cannot  furnish  an  example  of  a  more  impudent,  audp.cious,  and  mon- 
strous imposture  than  that  which  this  administration  is  attempting,  and  I  fear,  with  too  much 
success,  to  palm  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States,  under  the  flimsy  and  delusive  guise  of 
returning  to  the  primitive  simplicity  of  a  "hard  money  Government!"  Noth  ng  that  I  have 
read,  amongst  all  the  superstitions  of  the  world,  transcends  its  rnonstrous  audacit}^  **  A  hard 
money  Government!!"  From  what  quarter  is  it  to  come?  and  in  what  manner  is  it  to  begin? 
It  is  to  come  from  the  land  which  is  already  overshadowed  by  the  *'  safety  fund  system"  of 
converting  commercial  banks  into  political  machines!  Under  such  auspices,, it  very  naturally 
commences,  by  establishing  a  mere  paper  systeni.,  wholly  unconnected  vvitti  specie,  by  way  of 
going  back  to  "  a  hard  money  Government!!"  Destroy  the  Bank  of  the  Uriitcd  States,  re- 
move the  only  effective  barrier  which  can  restrain  an  unlimited  issue  of  the  mere  rag  currency 
which  once  before  afflicted  the  country,  and  all  will  be  well!!  An  unchecked  system  ot  paper 
issues,  a-^*  Federal  Safety  Fund  system,"  is  a  most  extraordinary,  piece  of  machinery!  )r  coin- 
ing hard  money!  Yet  such  is  the  .watchword,  such  is, the  tahsmanic  motto  of  the  **  republican 
party,"  as  it  has  been  proclaimed  by  that  official  orj^an  which  seldom  speaksbut  in  the  words 
of  its  master,  and  through  which  the  general  orders  have  been  issued  for  the  pending  and  ap- 
proaching campaigns.  It  is  a  contest  between  Jackson  money  and  bank  money!  hard  money 
and  paper  money!  Let  the  partisans  of  the  administration  put  a  i'ew  silver  dollars  in  their 
pockets,  and  make  them  jingle  on  the  hustings,  and  the  victory  is  certain!  Jackson  money! 
Will  any  gentleman  inform  me  how  much  Jackson  money  now  circulates  in  New  York.  Or 
is  Jackson  money,  like  Jackson  democracy,  one  thing  in  New  York  and  another  in  Virginia? 
Pray  what  is  New  York  Jackson  money? 

But,  sir,  what  are  the  signs  by  which  this  golden  age  is  heralded  forth  to  bless  the  eyes  of 
the  faithful  ^  The  blow  of  death  is  scarcely  struck  at  the  Bank  of  the  UfJted  States,  when, 
without  waiting  for  its  expiring  groans,  when  behold  a  host  of  banks  of  all  sizes  are  seen 
springing  up  like  pestilential  exhalations.  A  bank  with  a  capital  of  ten  millions  in  Louisiana, 
another  in  Ohio,  and  another  in  Kentucky,  and  I  do  not  know  how  many,  are  in  contempla- 
tion in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  'But  what  is  much  more  "germain  to  the  matter,"  we 
have  recently  seen  a  project  brought  forward  in  New  York,  by  the  authors  and  managers  of 
the  "Safety  Fund  System,"  and  evidently  to, prop  that  tottering  fabric,  to  make  a  loan  of  six 
millions  of  dollars,  to  the  banks  confederated  by  that  system,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the 
people  from  the  distresses  produced  by  this  executive  experiment,  and  the  whalj  property  of 
the  people  of  New  York  is  to  be  mortgaged  for  the  redemption  of  the  stock  which  is  thus  to 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  politicians  to  corrupt  and  purchase  up  the  people!     In  Pennsylva- 
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nia,  also,  we  see  Indications  equally  unequivocal,  of  an  approaching  catastrophe.     At  a  great 
Jackson  meeting,   in  Philadelphia,  trumpeted  forth  as  one  of  the  largest  and  most  imposing, 
ever  assembled  in  that  city,  graced  by  the  presence  of  a  former  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a 
former  Senator  of  the  United  States,  and  all  the  office  holders,  the  audacious  proposition  ,w.ag, 
made  and  carried,  to  sell  the  seven  millions  of  bank  stock  owned  by  the  United  States,  and ' 
lend  the  proceeds  to  the  State  banks  under  the  authority  and  discretion  of  this  administration. 
Under  the  same  auspices,  a  proposition  has  been  made  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to 
establish  a  State  bank,  with  a  eapi'al  often  millions,  one  half  to  be  subscribed  by  the  State — 
a  mere  political  machine  for  squandering  the  money  of  the  people  to  accomplish  theconupt 
purposes  of  desperate   politicians.     Such  are   a  few  of  the  more  prominent  signs  of  coming 
events,,  and  no  man  who  does  not  voluntarily  close  his  eyes  upon  what  is  passing"  -  before  hini; 
and  around  him,  can  behold  them  without  alarm.      I  do  most  solemnly  believe,  that  if  the  ad- 
ministration shall  succeed  in  their  present  projects,  for  combining  the  banking  with  the  polit- 
ical power  of  the  country,  they  will  establish  a  colossal  despotism  without  any  parallel  in  his- . 
lory,,  and  wielding  an  element  of  political  power,  wholly  unknown  to  any  other  age  or  country. 
It  is  an  eventful  crisis  in  our  history,  and  it  remains  to  be  decided  whether  people  can  be  made 
the  dupes  of  this  monstrous  scheme  of  ambition,  covered  over  by  the  pretence  of  going  back 
to  a  silver  currency.     Sir,  it  is  not   the  first  time  in  the  history  of  hiiman  idolatry,  when  the 
horrid  features  of  a  foul  aijd  unnatural  monster  of  imposture,  have  been  concealed  from  the 
eyes  of  his  deluded  followers,  by  a  silver  veil.     You  have  no  doubt  read,  sir,  the  instructive 
illustration  of  the  weakness  of  human  delusion,  and  the  boldness  of  human  imposture,  fur- 
nished by  the  Irish  poet  in  the  story  of  the  veiled  Prophet  of.  Khorassan.     Deprived  of  na- 
ture's fair  proportions,  the  bold  impostor  coveredhis  deformity  with  a  silver  veil,  and  hoisted  a 
broad  white  flag,  upon  which  was  inscribed,  in  words  of  sunshine,  *' freedom  to  the  world.*' 
Holding  out  the  alluring  promise  tlmt  he  would  set  free, 

**  This  fettered  world  from  every  bond  and  atojn, 
And  bring  its  primal  glories  back  again," 

he  drew  millions  of  devoted  followers  to  his  banner.  And  after  he  had  prevailed  upon  them 
to  sacrifice  their  souls  and  bodies  to  his  unholy  rites,  he  raised  the  veil;  and,  instead  of  dis- 
closing the  promised  vision  of  heavenly  light,  exhibited  his  foul, lineaments  "  in  grinning  mock- 
eryj"  exclaiming  to  his  wretched  victims, 

"  There,  ye   v*:ise    saints,  behold  your  light,  your  star, 
Ye  would  be  dupes  and  victims,  and  ye  are.''^ 

May  the  honest  devotees  of  a  hard  mo-ney  currency,  tlie  "  vi^orking  men's  society,"  and  all 
©ther&  who  are  opposed  to  the  banking  system,  upon  whatever  principles,  take  warning  from^ 
the  example  of  these  volimtary  victims  of  a  daring  imposture,  and  avoid  their  fate  I,  They  here, 
behold  their  fate  accurately  prefigured,  if  they  dio  not  rise  up  and  resist  the  scheme  of  impos- 
ture v/bich  I  have  attempted  to  expose.  Let  the  people  of  the  United  States  rouse  up  from 
their  slumber  of  fatal  security ,  or  when  they  do  wake,  it  will  be  only  to  clank  their  chains. 

Sir,  it  never  has  been  the  intention  of  this  administration  to  return  to  a  specie  currency. 
From  the  very  first  message  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  until  the  present  moment  there 
has  been. a  deliberate  design  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  written  his  messages,  to  establish 
a  Government  bank  in  some  form,  to  be  used  as  a  machine  of  political  power.  I  could  estab- 
lish this  before  any  impartial  jury  intlie  country,  by  a  chain  of  evidence,  strong  and  conclusive; 
but  I  have  not  time  to  go  into  details.  In  his  first  message,  be  recommended  a  bank  *'  found- 
ed upon  the  credit  of  the  Government  and  its  revenues;"  and  in  a  subsequent  message,,  h^, 
f-ays,  *'  In  the  spirit  of  improvement  and  compromise,  which  distinguishes  our  country  and  ita 
institutions,  it  becomes  us  to  inquire  whether  it  be  not  possible  to  secure  the  advantages  afford- 
ed by  the  present  bank,  through  the  agdney  of  a  bank  of  the  United  States,  so  moditied  in  its 
principles  and  structure  as  to  obviate  constitutional  and  other  objections." 

In  his  conversation  with  some  of  the  committees  from  our  commercial  cities,  he  informed, 
that  if  his  experiment  should  fail,  as  it  had  already,  he  would  have  a  bank  "  f6unded  upon  the 
checks  and  balances  of  this  Government;"  a  riddle  which  I  cannot  interpret;  but  which,  like 
the  responses  of  the  Delphic  oracle,  will  doubtless  be  interpreted  to  suit  any  emergency.  We 
have  also  heard,  from  a  distinguished  and  confidential  friend  of  the  second  officer  of  the  Ga? 
vernment,  that  we  must  have  a  "political  bank."  Now,  sir,  put  this  and  that  together,  take, 
all  those  proofs  and  connect  them  with  the  visible  portents  which  we  see  all  about  us,  and  no 
man  can  resist  the  conclusion,  that  a  political  bank,  wielded  by  the  Executive  Department, 
and  converting  the  whole  moneyed  resources  and  credit  of  the  country  into  an  element  of  poli- 
tical power,  is  to  be  the  final  consummation  of  this  great  and  desperate  struggle  for  supremo 
power.  It  is  easy  to  read  the  future  history  of  the  country,  if  the  schemes  of  the  reigning  dy-» 
nasty  are  not  defeated  by  the  people.  Anarchy  is  the  highway  to  despotic  power,  whether  it 
be  a  banking  or  political  despotism.  When  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  shall  be  destroyed, 
the  currency  will  be  thrown  into  such  derangement  and  confusion  that  the  country  will  be  pre- 
pared to  submit  to  any  national  bank,  rather  than  endure  the  prevailing  evils.  Then  the  ad- 
ministration will  come  forward  in  that  *'  spirit  of  improvement"  of  which  the  President  speaks, 
with  their  grand  scheme  of  a  *'  political  bank,  founded  upon  the  checks  and  balances  of  this 
Government." 
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I  fear,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  lessons  of  experience  are  lost  upon  nations.  No  people  have 
been  more  severely  schooled  by  this  teacher  than  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  been  on 
this  subject.  And  I  never  reflect  upon  our  present  condition  and  prospects,  Vv'ithout  recur- 
ring to  the  fate  of  the  Italian,  who,  possessing-  a  strong  and  robust  constitution,  sacrificed  it  to 
the  tempering  of  experimental  quackery.  His  epitaph  was  brief,  and  contained  an  instructive 
lesson: — "1  was  well;  I  would  be  better;  I  am  here."  May  it  never  be  the  painful  office  of 
the  historian  to  inscribe  the  same  warning  epitaph  on  the  mighty  ruins  of  our  national  pros- 
perity! 

Ihav  a  few  words  to  say  to  the  southern  gentlemen,  who  believo  this  Government  has  no 
constitutional  power  to  incorporate  a  bank.  And  I  cannot  but  express  my  regret  that  their 
constitutional  scruples  sliould  so  operate  tis  to  render  them  utterly  powerless  in  the  real  con- 
test which  will  here  be  decided  between  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  that  greatest  of  all 
monsters,  a  political  bank.  Disguise  it  as  we  may  "to  this  complexion  it  must  come  at  last." 
The  question  of  maintaining  and  preserving  and  continuing  a  system  of  banking  and  cur- 
rency is  essentially  different  from  that  of  creating  such  a  system.  If  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  were  a  political  cancer  in  theljody  politic,  I  would  not  have  it  torn  out  by  the  rude  and 
violent  hand  of  an  unskilful  surgeon.  Admitting  it  to  be  unconstitutional,  we  cannot  but  per- 
ceive that  it  has  become  incorporated  with  our  whole  system  of  national  wealth  and  currency, 
and  is  as  essential  to  our  prosperity  as  the  vital  air  to  the  human  system.  To  withdraw,  under 
any  circumstances,  would  be  hazardous,  but  withdraw  it  suddenly  will  be  exceedingly  hazar- 
dous, and  productive  of  incalculable  pecuniary  embarrassment  and  suffering.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  same  principle  which  induced  Mr.  Jefferson  to  approve  of  an  act  estabhshing  a 
new  branch,  though  he  believed  the  act  of  incorporation  unconstitutional,  should  induce  gen- 
tlemen now,  who  entertain  the  same  constitutional  opinion,  to  acquiesce  in  a  system  which  is  al- 
ready established,  and  which  they  wiH  tear  down,  at  our  immense  national  sacrifice,  who  vote 
against  a  recharter.  H  it  were  a  question  of  creating  a  bank  in  a  doubtful  case,  wisdom  would 
refuse  to  act,  because  inaction  would  leave  things  as  thej  were.  But  the  case  is  entirely  re- 
versed when  action  leaves  things  as  they  are,  and  inaction  throws  every  thing  into  confusion. 

But  the  view  of  the  subject,  which  should  be  decisive,  in  my  opinion,  with  the  constitutional 
party  of  the  South,  is  the  alternative  obviously  presented,  if  the  Bank  af  the  United  States  be 
Bot  rechartered.  The  existing  bank,  as  an  instrument  of  the  finances  and  the  currency,  is  sur- 
passed by  no  institution  in  the  world.  No  nation,  of  equal  extent,  has  such  a  currency  as  it 
gave  us.  The  inevitable  result  of  destroying  it,  is  to  ensure  the  establishment  of  a  federal 
safety  fund  system  of  State  banks,  under  a  political  organization,  or  a  grand  political  bank, 
either  of  them  confessedly  producing  a  more  unconstitutional  state  of  things  than  the  present. 
Do  gentlemen  suppose  they  can  escape  the  responsibility  of  producing  this  state  of  things, 
because  it  will  be  done  by  a  negative  vote?  It  requires  very  keen  optics  to  perceive  the  sub- 
stantial difference  between  a  political  bank  created  by  this  Government  and  a  confederacy  of 
State  banks,  organized  and  used  and  controlled  by  the  Executive  Department,  or  even  by  Con- 
gress, Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  see  the  "Safety  Fund  System"  of  New  York  extended  over 
the  Union?  What  is  the  principle  and  the  spirit  of  that  system?  It  places  the  whole  banking 
interest  and  moneyed  power  of  the  State  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  pohticians,  and 
this  is  the  model  held  up  to  our  admiration  by  those  -who  are  preaching  most  excellent  political 
eermons  in  favor  of  an  exclusive  specie  !  ! 

I  fear,  sir,  that  we  have  not  sufficiently  realized  the  importance  of  a  sound  and  stable  cur- 
rency.  All  our  civil  institutions  combined  are  not  more  important  than  this,  as  a  guaranty  for 
secure  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  property.  In  vain  do  we  boast  of  our  laws  and  the  incor- 
ruptible purity  of  our  judges,  as  means  of  protecting  property,  if  you  take  away  the  very  sub- 
stratum upon  which  the  whole  superstructure  must  rest.  I  will  hazard  the  opinion  that. in  the 
six  months  of  the  executive  usurpation  and  misrule  which  has  elapsed  since  the  removal  of 
the  deposites, — the  brief  period  of  a  Roman  dictatorship- -property  to  the  amount  of  100,- 
000,000  of  dollars  has  passed  from  the  pockets  of  the  enterprising  and  industrious  classes  into 
the  strong  boxes  of  that  moneyed  aristocracy  against  which  this  administration  professes  to 
be  making  war.  Such  is  the  magic  power  of  transferring  property  from  class  to  class  by 
means  of  a  disordered  currency.  It  goes  from  one  to  another,  like  the  balls  of  a  conjurer 
passing  from  cup  to  cup,  which  no  one  perceives  while  passing,  though  every  one  can  see  tho 
result  after  it  is  consummated. 

No  administration  has  done  more  than  this  to  increase  the  progress  of  the  moneyed  aristo- 
cracy, and  none  has  even  done  more  to  diminish  the  honest  earnings  of  the  poor.  And  I  will 
add,  that  no  measure  has  tended  more  to  produce  these  results  than  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

I  will  now  trouble  the  House  with  a  few  remarks  on  another  topic  which  has  been  intro- 
duced into  this  debate.  A  gentleman  from  Virginia  at  an  early  period  of  this  debate  (Mr. 
Patton)  and  an  ex-Senator  from  the  same  State  on  a  late  occasion,  have  remarked,  in  sub- 
stance, that  no  man  has  done  more  to  put  down  the  tariff  and  internal  improvements,  and  to 
advance  the  Virginia  doctrines  of  State  Rights  than  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  And  the 
Southern  gentlemen  are  called  upon  to  look  with  indulgence  upon  any  other  errors  he  may 
have  committed  in  consideration  of  these  great  and  meritorious  services.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  grave- 
ly alleged  that  General  Jackson  has  done  more  than  any  other  man  to  re-establish  the  doc- 
t  rines  of  Jefferson. 
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I  propose  fo'examine  these  extraordinary  pretensions  very  briefly.  Atid" first,  of  internal  ira-" 
provements.  We  are  told  that  this  many  headied  mxjnEfter  lies  pi-ostrate  under  the  club  of  Her- 
cules, the  veto.  And  what  proof  is  offered?  Why,  a  miserable  little  appropriation  for  the 
Maysville  road  !  Now  you  will  scarcely  believe  me,  sir,  when  I  tell  you  that  this  political' 
Hercules^  after  having  struck  off  one  head  of  the  hydra,  actually  gave  up  the  contest  and* 
threw  oMslj  his  club.  You  will  be  still  more  surprised  to  learn  that  in  the  very  year  in  which 
he  performed  this  great  constitutional  labor,  he  signed  and  approved  appropriation  for  internal 
improvement,  to  a  larger  amount  than  iiad  been  made  in  any  one  year  of  the  preceding  admin- 
istration. 

To  be  more  particular,  sir,  although  the  previous  administration  had  been  charged  with' 
squandering  the  public  money  in  these  improvements,  to  buy  up  the  votes  of  the  people,  yef 
the  whole  amount  expended  in  the  two  last  years  of  that  admirfistrattonj"  v/as  only  ,$812, 336';- 
whereas  the  sum  expended  in  the  two  first  years  of  this  administration/atnounted  to  $l,364,293j- 
being  an  increase  of  more  than  fifty  per  cent.  This  is  in  the  true  spirit  of  Jacksion  retrench- 
ment and  economy  !  But  this  is  not  all.  General  Jackson  voted,  I  believe,  for  the  celebra- 
ted survey  bill  of  1824,  and  certainly  for  the  sxibscription  to  the  stock  of  the  Delaware  Canal 
Company.  And  as  the  merits  of  this  adhiinistration  are  evidently  designed  to  be  involved  in 
the  contest  for  the  successian',  it  is  not  out  of  place  to  say,  that  the  second  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment voted,  not  only  for  the  survey  bill  of  1824,  btrt  for  the  toll  gate  bill — the  most  extreme 
of  all  the  powers  ever  erercised  on  that  subject,  assuming=^  to  exercise  jurisdiction  and  sove- 
reignty within  the  Hmits  of  the  States.  In  theory  the  President  admits  that  Congress  has  the 
right  of  appropriation  for  national  objects,  even  in  his  veto  message;  and  ir*  practice  he  has 
gone  beyontl  any  of  his  predecessors. 

Then  hov/  is  it  as  to  the  tariff?  Gen.  Jackson  Voted  for  the  tariff  of  lS24,.£he  first  practi- 
cal assumption  ef  the  power  to  impose  duties  exclusively  for  protection,  and  the  second  offi- 
cer of  the  Government  (Mr.  Van  Buren)  voted  for  the  tariff  of  1828  ;  best  known  a3~  the  bill 
of  abominations,  the  most  odious  and  extravagant  measure  of  protection  ever  adopted.  Th6 
President  has  scarcely  ever  omitted  to  affirm  in  his  annual  messages  the  constitutionality  and 
expediency  of  a  protecting  tariff;  and  going  beyond  any  of  his  predecessors,  he  recommend- 
ed to  Congress  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue  among  the  States,  distinctly  upon  the 
ground,  that  it  was  necessary  to  keep  up  the  duties  for  protection  higher  than  was  necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  revenue.  But  he  has  done  so  much  for  the  cause  of  State  Rights,  that  w-* 
are  invoked  tcF 

**  Be  to  his  faults^  a  little  blind,* 
V.  And  to  his  virtues  very  kind."' 

And  what,  pray,  has  he  done  for  the  cause  of  State  Rights  ?  Has  he  not  annihilatecJ  the 
sovereignty  of  the  StateSjby  proclamation  ?  Has  he  not  proclaimed  that  this  federal  Govern- 
ment was  created  by  the  whole  people  as  a  consolidated  mass,  and  not  by  the  States  as  sepa- 
rate communities  ?  Has  he  not  proclaimed  that  the  States  are  not,  and  never  were  sovereign? 
Has  he  not  denied  the  right  of  the  States  to- judge  of  the  infractions  of  the  Constitution,  in  the 
last  resart ;  and  assumed  to  himself  the  right  of  umpirage  to  be  enforced  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet?  And  this  is  the  man  to  whom  the  praise  is  ascribed,  of  doing  more  than  any  man 
living  for  the  doctrines  of  Jefferson  !  I  call  upon  the  disciples  of  Jefferson  here  and  every 
where,  to  unite  with  me  in  a  crusade  to  rescue  the  consecrated  banner  of  that  great  apostle  of 
liberty,  from  the  hands  of  those  political  infidels,  who  are  maintaining  the  doctrines  of  the  Pro- 
clamation and  Force  Bill,  and  who  would  strike  down  the  sovereignty  of  the  States — and  then 
impiously  wave  it  over  the  solitude  of  a  consolidated  despotism.  But  I  am  exhausted,  and 
though  I  have  not  exhausted  the  subject,  I  fear  I  have  exhausted  the  indulgent  patience  of  the 
House.  I  have  discharged  what  will  probably  be  the  last  duty  of  this  kind  which  I  shall  ever 
perform  on  this  theatre.  It  has  been  done  with  no  feeling  of  personal  unkindness  to  the  dis^ 
tinguished  individual  whose  conduct  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  arraign,  but  "more  in  sor-^ 
row  than  in  anger."  While  I  cannot  forget  the  feelings  of  past  days,  when  I  fought  uhder 
his  banner,  neither  can  I  forget  that  he  has  violated  every  pledge  and  every  principle  which 
animated  my  efforts. 

I  do  most  sincerely  believe  that  our  liberties  are  in  imminent  danger  ;  and  if  the  projected 
union  between  the  political  power  and"  the  banking  power  of  the  country  should  be  once  es- 
tablished, I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  human  wisdom  to  save  us  from  a  deep- 
seated,  all-pervading  despotism.  If  it  were  the  last  admonition  I  was  permitted  to  address  to 
my  countrymen,  I  would  say,  "  for  the  sake  of  your  ancestors,  for  the  sake  of  your  posterity, 
guard  against  the  unholy  and  corrupt  connexion  between  money  and  power,  by  every  precau- 
tion of  humanr  prudence."  It  is  the  natural  instinct  of  a  bank,  organized  upon  true  banking 
principles,  to  abstain  from  politics  ;  but  the  hand  of  power  cannot  be  thrust  into  its  affairs 
without  producing  fatal  consequences  to  both. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  be  allowed  to  express  the  hope  that  some  important  benefit  may  yet 
grow  out  of  the  calamity  which  so  heavily  afflicts  the  country.  But  be  that  as  it  may,  I  leave 
the  result  to  that  Beneficent  Power  who  has  hitherto  protected  the  rights  aind  hberties  ©f  our 
fevored  country. 


"7  i .  a-^^*?.^^^*^.  a72c>'^ 


